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Introduction

According to Prof Seetha-
lakshmi, Principal, College of
Nursing, Coimbatore nursing
education should be made ef-
fective and efficient because
there is inadequate integration
of nursing education and prac-
tice. This key note address gave
a thought to explore the views
of nursing personnel regarding
current GNM education
programme.

It was also felt that there is
poor acceptance of the changes
by the students. Also, very of-
ten, comparisons are made be-
tween the old and the new cur-
riculum of the GNM students.
Various responses were given
by clinical nurses regarding
time spent on theory versus
practice.

There are many obstacles in
theoretical nursing and prac-
tices because what we learn
actually in theory, cannot be
practiced in clinical area.

The facts mentioned above
made investigator to explore
the above aspects.

Statement of Problem

The aim of the study was to
find out the views of nursing
staff and students of LTMG
Hospital on whether the
knowledge base and skills pro-
vided in revised GNM
Programme makes student
competent to meet the
present needs of the society .

Objectives

The objectives of the study
were to : (a) find out the aware-
ness of nursing staff about cur-

riculum changes, (b) find out
the views of nursing staff about
the curriculum in the past, (c)
find out their views on the gaps
between knowledge & prac-
tices among student nurses, (d)
explore the contributory fac-
tors in creating the gaps be-
tween the theory & practice,
and (e) evaluate the present
curriculum this study may help
to modify the present syllabus.

Review of Literature
According to Polit Hungler
(1978), review of literature is
important to gain a better un-
derstanding and the insight
necessary to develop a broad
conceptual frame work in
which the problem can be ex-
amined.

A High Power Committee
was appointed by the Govern-
ment of India, Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare in
July 1987 to review the role,
functions, status, preparation
of the Nursing personnel,
Nursing services and other is-
sues related to the develop-
ment of profession and to
make suitable recommenda-
tions to the Government.
Many other studies have also
been done to find out the bar-
riers between nursing prac-
tice and education.

Study Assumptions

* There are differences
in outcome of old sylla-
bus as against new syl-
labus in terms of qual-
ity care.

* Thereis gap between what
is learnt in the classroom

& the actual practices.

e Theory input is more than
the practice in new sylla-
bus.

Setting of the Study : Various
departments, wards & class-
rooms of LTMG Hospital.

Population : Sister-in-charges,
senior and junior staff nurses
and student nurses.

Sample & Sampling Tech-
nique: Convenient sampling
was used which contains the
use of the most readily avail-
able respondents. Sample size
was 50.

Technique & Tools

Interview : Interview as a re-
search technique involves the
collection of data through ver-
bal interaction with individu-
als. The interview of an oral
type of questionnaire was given
to the respondents.

Validity: This was done by ex-
perts in the field of nursing.
Thus the validity of the tool was
assured.

Reliability : The reliability was
achieved by pilot study.

Pilot Study : Was carried out
the study with the sample size
of 10.

Data Collection: The tool
used for data collection
consisted of semi-struc-
tured interview schedule
to record the responses
regarding gaps between
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theoretical education and
practices.

Data Analysis

The demographic data was
analysed by using frequency
and percentage and presented
in Table 1.

Conclusion
Almost all the students per-
ceived that theory is given
more importance and stu-
dents are not able to apply
theoretical knowledge base
in day-to-day practice. They
are overburdened with the
clinical work and also they
are not getting co-operation
from staffs to carry out ideal
practical work. Further, the
sister incharges have not ac-

TABLE 1 : Distribution of sample (student nurses) N=50

cepted the present syllabus.
They also feel that that
student’s theory hours are
more than the -clinical
hours.

Implications

The study findings have impli-

cations on nursing education,

nursing service and nursing re-
search.

1 Nursing Education: The
result of this study can be
used in carrying out evalu-
ative study about effects of
new syllabus .

2 Nursing Service: The re-
sults of the study can be
eye opener for the nursing
administrators to provide
student status.

3  Nursing Research: Since

nursing studies in this area
are fewer, this study can be
used as base for further re-
search studies.

Suggestions for Improvement

O Eachaspect (theory & prac-
tical) could have been stud-
ied in depth with greater
precision.

O Interaction could have
been increased at least two
or three times per sample
to obtain more realistic
data.

O In clinical area, qualified
staff should be appointed,
and ongoing in-service
education should be
planned.

3 Nurse pupils should not be
overburdened with routine

duties of hospital, more

attention should be
given to training & prac-
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