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PREPARATION FOR AN OPERATION IN A PRIVATE
HOUSE.

By L, Gerreubpr Azmstroxe, RN

SUPERVISING OPERATING-ROOM NURSE, SAMARITAN
HOSPITAL, TROY, NEW YORK,
From the American Journal of Nursing,
N preparing a room for operation in a private home, there are many
things to be considered. The most important, perhaps, is to prepare
it with the least possible expense to the family.

Seleet & room as near as possible to the room where your patient
expects to convalesce. The largest room in the house is not necessary,
gonvenience is what is needed.

The room presented in the accompanying photograph™ is & room ini-
provised as an operating-room in a private home. It s one of the pri-
vate rooms in the hospital and wag arranged for a clinic to the nurses in
training, We shall have to admit that one cannet always arrange a
room quite as elaborately as the one presented here, hut it shows what
can be done with the material at hand.

To arrangs a good room, the nurse should precede the doctor by
several hours, or arrive the day before, if possible. Should there be a
scarcity of sheets, the walls need not be draped, bat it does save time as
the pictures, ete., on the walls can be covered by them and the sheets in-
tensify the light to a great extent. If there is time, remove the carpet ; -
otherwise cover the floor with newspapers and place sheets around the
field of operation just before it is to take place.

1t you will study the room presented here, you will find with the
exception of sheets (it tock fourteen to complete this room) no other
hospital convenience. You may have to call on a friendly. neighbour for
Y stand or €0, but one can 11ea11y always gaé along Wl‘Lh &rtmles found.
ghout the house

On entering the home we think first of sterile water and at once put
a boiler on to sterilize, 8o as to have plenty of it coocling, Then, with
the aid of some member of the house, we gather all things needed, getting
them together before arranging the room.

It may be interesting to know what was used in preparing the room
presented here. The operating table, in the center of the room, is made
with two small stands and the door of an old wardrobe for the top This

' is govered Wlth an old comfortable and draped with a sheet. A kitchen

* 1t is unfortunately impossible to presont in this Journal the plmtoglaph
referred to.
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table, with a small aband at the head wonld do, it he sure and tie the
egs of the tables together to prevent them from soparatbing,
To the left of the operating table is the staud for dressings and

instruments,  This stand is an OLGIArT prching o covered wwith an

old blanket and draped with sheot.  Two small stands conld be nsed
with an ironing

oard across them. Ulie basin for sponges is an ordivavy
vogetable dish and o meab platter is used fov an instrument tray, To the
pight of the operating table is the stand for solutions, and this stand is a
large trunk,  The pasing, Tound i almost any househiold, eontain sterile

water and hichloride of mercury. 121000, The two large pitchers ave

for hot and cold waser. The hottles contain a soap solubion, made by
pouring hot water over small pieces of soap, and a 50 per cent solution
of aleohol,  The small pitcher bolds & {-1000 solution of bi-chioride of
mercury, to be ased 1o prepaving the patient on the iubie. The water
used for preparing the patienb isin the irrigating bag on the wall at the
tead of the operating table.  This same hag may be used for douching,
also for hypodermoctysis, cie,

Phe small table to the right of the solutinn stand is a kitchen table,
and is used for gloves, Tn private homes, the gloves ave sterilized by
hoiling, so this means that an extra basin, with stevile waler, is roally
needed, although the sterile water golution basin could be used.

The window bench is uscd here for the apparatus for stimulation.
{t consists of a hypo sob conbaining all kinds of stimmlation, & small
alcohol lamp, matches, a glass of sterile water and a spoon,  The spoon,
wator and aleohol lamp ave to be used for sterilizing the noodle.

The anaesthetic stand can he almost anything, from o smell box to
o stand The inbaler here is a newspaper foided in a towe] witha pilece
of gauze fluffed ingide, The jar on the floor is to be used for soiled
gponges. All china and tinware used can be boiled and placed in a
clean veceptacle mntil ready for use. A good improvised sterilizer for
towels, sheehs, ete., can be made by placing two bricks apright ab each
end of an ordinary boiler, 4 fllorl with watber, or just enough watler
to cover the bricks. Ower these is placed a broad perforated boavd,
Axticles to be sterilized ave pub into packages, placed on top of the board.
the cover is placed on the boiler and the water i allowed o boil for half
an hour or so. The packages are then taken cut and placed n an oven
to dey out. Instead of the perforated hoard, a large picce of unbleached
muslin can be slung across the boiler tied at the handles, and the cress-
ings, efc,, are placed i that.

The storilizing caxn be going ou while the roous s belng preparcd.
The room is arranged unsterite, and sterile artisles are not touched until

the nurse has serubbed hev hands.
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The patient is usually prepared on the table,

Personally T have never done any private nursing, but have had a
wide experience in preparing homes, arranging rooms of all kinds and
convenicences, from the peor family back in the country to the convenient
home in the city,

I should be glad to give any suggestions to those interested.
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HIL International Couneil of Nurses invites yvou to atlend the
Trennial Counctl and Congress in San Fransisco, California U.8.4,
May 31—June 6, 1915,

President:—-Miss Goodrich, Teachers’ College, New York City.

Chairman —(Arrangements Committee.)  Mrs. Helen P. Criswell,
Wake Robin Lodge, Los Gatos, (al.

Hon., Secretary ——Miss L, T, Dock 265, Henry Strveet, New York
City,

Congress Headguorters:— ¢ The Inside Inn » World’s Fair Grounds,

May 29 & 30—Informal Receptions to Visitors,

Mondeay May 31—International Day.

Morning: Business Meelings,

Afternoon : Ceremonial of Greetings and  Admission of New Mem-
hees. Reports from Affiliated Countries.

Tuesday, June 1-—0Opening of Congress.

General Programme
Moring and Alternoon---Section Meetings, State Registration and
Allied Subjects.

H'uesday Evening—Public Mecting in San Francisco, on
School questions,

Wednesday, June 2—ducation Day.

Morning ; Section Meetings.

Afiernoon; Outdeor Mesfing in the Berkeley Greek Theatre,
Presentation of Gifts to the IFlorence Nightingale Memorial Chair of
Nursing and Health.

“Phursday, June 3-—Public MHealth Nursing Day.

CGleneral and Section Meetings,

Thursday Fvening—Banguet,

Friday, June 4-—Morning Sessions : General Programme,

Priday Afternoon and Seturdey—Sight-Seeing Visits,

Training



