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R4 L100 by the Royal Collegs of Swgeons, (o the best orlginal work
an tne [‘uuwugy and therapsutics of LA, takes a most Lupczu. view
of the ontcome of the experiments at present being carried on with a view
to the illumination of one of the most dreaded of human scourges.

The investigations of the Cancer Ressarch Tund, which was
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fouided on Lhe initiative of the late King Edw
wide extent on the incidence of cancer 1in differsut voces of mankind,
living under uncivilied conditions, and its occurrence throughout the
entire animal kingdom, and have had an important beaving upon the

statistics of cancer as embodied in the reports of the Registrar-General,
Perhaps, however, the part of (he investigations which hag
commanded attenlion not oniy at
'been the extent to which the experimental investigation of cancer has
1 developed by Dr. Bashiord, and in that respect he must he regarded
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as the founder of experimental cancer investigation in England.

¥ Phe investigations of the past len years, Psaid Dr. Bashford,” have
narrawed down the cancer problem fo an exteni préviously impossible,
As [far as experiment permits of any conclusion, it is demonstrated that
the disease is not communicable from one mdividual to another, but
always arises afresh in each individual attacled.

¥ Thus, many of thae old conceptions, which sought for o common
catse for all the many and varied forms of cancer, such as cancer
parasite, or the growth of congenital germs, of necessity doing a large
ntmber of mankind fo death have gone by the board.  In their place
the problem has been resolved intod qusstion of the cricumstances
peculiar to the individual in which the digease arices.

“f4 hag hean demonstrated for manv races of mackind that the
cecurrence of the disease is determined by the practice of peculiar
customs involving the chronic irritation of tissues; and by suitable
iritations cerfajn forms of cancer could Dbe produced at will in
mice.

“Just asit is certain that if the exotic customs of various native
caces were introduced into England, that the Irequency of cancer in
England would at once increase, so it appears practically certain that

o of the practice of those customs

3
native races in which it

would become correspondingly exempt in proportion as they discarded
thoge practices.
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“Tt may be that future investigation will show that a corrssponding
diminution in the frequenéy of cancer, as it occurs in-England, under the
present conditions of existence, may also be diminished by avoiding
insults fo which at the present time the human body is subjected in the
course of following occupations, or, it may he, indulging in various
whims of the appetite. )

““In short, investigaiion has gone a long way to prove that the
disease, when present; is almost certainly acquired, and therefore will
ultimately probably be found to he to a large extent avoidable,

“ The result of len years’ work, not only in England but in ali other
countries in which there are centres of cancer is that a more hopeful
outlonk obtains in regard to the cancer problem than at any time in the
history of medicine. ' L

“ Not the least significant feature irn again awakening hope of a cure
being ultimatsely found has been the demonsiration of the factso long
digputed in the case of man that animals suffering from cancer can and
do cure thamselves of the disease,

“ The immediate object of experiments is, of course, the unraveliing
of the mechanism whereby animals are enabled to do this, and although
an immediate sclution is not it sight, it ought not to he beyond human
endeavour to elucidate the means whereby animals cure themselves, and
to apply the results 1o the treatment of the disease in man.”

THE VALUE OF THE UNIFORM.

AN incident which occurred at the close of the reading of the Procla-

mation of King George V. {o the throne, at a small hill-station in
India, may be inieresting to nurses—in that it shows the value of the
uniform. ' _

In a large crowd, 2 nurse in uniform (I mean, of course, a trained
hogpital nurse) cannot but fail to be a” striking 'figure, though she may
be a stranger in the crowd. In this instance she was acquainted with
a few, as could be evinced by a smile from one, and a nod of the head
from another. But wait till an emergancy occurs. Some . one wants
help. The crowd then, with one accord, turns to ‘nurse’, who it would
now appear was no longer 4 stranger in’ that crowd, but a well-known
reliable friend! Such were the feeling 1 experienced when attending
the Proclamation of King George V, on 12th May, 1910,

Wae were atl crowded together ‘on the verandah of the Zuickari on
that afternoon with the hot sun striking in just under the eaves, nearly



