1% PRIVATRE NURSING THE LOWERST BRAN

CH OF NURSING ? 9

he removed after the patient is wnder the anwsthetic, then proceed
with the anesthetic, "Unless shock was anticipated, the nurse would
he sarished with having materials ready for the guick preparation of
stimulant enema and saling infusion, hot water botties, etc., butin a

case Hike Betopic-Gestation, where one was almost cartain to need such,

o

ail should be made roady beforeband,
: (3. BrROWNLOW-NORTH,
Nurse-in-clarde, Rethseda Hospital, Pithapuran:.

1§ PRIVATE NURSING THE LOWEST BRANCH
OF NURSING?

¥ ITAVE heon asked fo contribute a paper o private nursing to

L sead at the Annual Confercnce of © The Nursing Assoclations,”

I am of course distinctly against private nursing being calied the
lowest braich of nursing, | think so highly of our profession that I
allow no * lowest branchas 7 in ir; and thoss who wish to climb in our
profession must be prepared to reach the topmost Hmit,

There are, of course, distinctions between hospital and private
nursing ; but they are only distinctions. and that is all, not degrees of
merii | .

Perhaps by those who know nothing about private nuarsing, it may
be considered an easier branch; but sven kere T venture to say that
there is no ©easter branch.”  Nursing is a profession which calls for all
our strength, all our devotion, and for all our courage, hoth moral and
physical, and this, we all know, can have no easier nor lower branch.
1t is a life for a life, a principle for a principle, and 2 copntinual giving
out, and no taking in, of moral and physical forces, where then can there
be room for either an easier, or lower, branch to this life of nobie and
high prof@ésion, in this deadly strife against disease ?

T_ma,'i:hex‘c are some advantages in private nursing, just as there
are in that of a hospital. For one thing, having to face the position
alone is good for us. Tt nerves us and gives us seif-reliance, a form of
independence which is very valuable. fn hospital, cases are brought in,
classed off into the different wards, Nurses, probationers, doctors,
bandages, medicines, Instruments, all set in motion like so much
machinery, 1f the cases are successful, well, so muech more knowledge
gained, ‘so much more experience 1o the good, an(f_ if the cases are a
failure, well, the fault must be found, the humap machines must be
ciled up and then things hum on again. But in p.rik'vai'e nurging you
have to face the position, as [ say, alone, to face, not only the exigencies
of the case, but that terrible realization which we nurses, and  the
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doctors, have so often—indeed nearly always—to face the fact that sc
much depends upon ourselves—we are alone with our case—no sister
nurses and ne house surgeons to rush to for just that fine point of

decision—we bhave only our own commonsense, our own acquired -

knowledge to depénd upon—and this in the full Ienowledge that not only
the patient, but what is worse, the nearest and dearest are hanging on
ournév—ery word and look and action and expecting almost impossibi-
lities from ruS'._-._-_:All this I repeat is ong. of th ‘advantages of private
nursing, but not easily gained. Now, hers, I Swould draw vour atténtion
to another pq_ii{t, and that is what:I call the human side of the case.
In hospital, a ‘case is a case but not only so in private nursing. Ina
tivate-case there is a very great demand on your sympathy, patience,
and tact. I do not mean there is not this demand in a hospital, but it

is mot there in tha same way. You do not come fresh and lair on your
case, but worn out affer a tedions journey , and over tired from another
case, with no knowledge of what lies before vou, and above all, that
most trying of all trials, entering 'th‘e house of strangers. This, along
with all the anxiety and helplessness of those to whom the patient.
belongs, makes our position a liftle more difficult than in hospital

‘nursing,  We are overcome by that feeling, which has perhaps become

a little foreign to us in hospital, and which the profession have got to
lgok upon as “soft " or “ sentimental *’ nonsense, but which neverthe-
less ought to be there, the feeling of grief for another's grief, it adds one
more burden to the mental side of the case, but assuredly it is one of
the advantages. of private nursing, it keeps us human, making us strain
every nefve to save the life which has perhaps almost slipped from our
grasp. Another difficulty of private nursing, which does not amount to
advantags, is the want of all the little things which are near at hand in

a hospital. Bsing sent out to places where nothing is to be had. There -

1s mever anything to be had in a private house, and people seldom even
understand when you do try to explain what you want,

Journeys are another trial, We go to no cades without a journey
to be undertaken first, and this is by no means an easy mattei, Fven
by train, & journey in India is not pleasant, to say nothing of tongas,
dandies, etc. May I just suggest one more of our trials before conclud-

ing, that is as [ have already said in passing——the great trial of entering-

the house of strangers—a nurse has to win her way, but nevertheless,
she has to begin as a stranger and take what treatment she gets. I have
been very fortunate, aind have made many friends and received many
kindnesses, but this is not the lot of all, nor mine at all times. [ do not
wish to take up much more time, or 1 should be able to tell some sad
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staries of the way in which we nurses are treated, Some people do mnot
Lknow how fo treat a nurse. .
But now I mast close, and iz g0 doing 1 would ask every member

o]

of our profession, whether 2 private nurse, or one of a hospital staft,
uphold your branch of work lovaily, but not at tha expense of the other,
remembering, as | have already said, that whare avery fibre of our being
and character is being:brought into play, and thot alwavs in the cause

of Mercy, there can be uo " lower " mor sasier brauch,

K, LEWIN,

T oTER L

ol 95 3 b h

MNE of the most remarkable wdvances in modern medicine and sanie

science has come from theknowledge of the fact, thai muny of the
most murderons diseases of man and animals are caused by the bites of
infected blood-sucking insects. The pionsers in this discovery wers
Theohald Smith and Kilborne, who showed, & quarter of a cenfury agoc,
tnat the deadly Texas fever af cattle in the United States was causad
by the bite of a fly, the Br)ugb?z.il-z.z.s Bovis, which had become infected by
sucking the blood of affected cattle. This great discovery was so0n
foliowed by that of the rolation of the mosquite o inalaria and yellow
fever, tha reiatiom of the tsatse iy to sleeping sickness and other forms
of trypangsomiasis, the relation of the tick to sick fever, of the bug
to retapsing fever, of numerows ticks to amemic diseases in cattle causing
vast economic losses.

Tn temperate climates it would appear that man is fargely tmmuns
from blond-sucking infected insects. Recently, however, the housa-tly
has been found to be a danger, if n amanner somewhat different, 1 20
far aw it is unable to penetrats the skin owing to the construction of
its mouth apparatus, Whatever disease germ if carxies, it is a passive
process, the chief danger being the contamination of foods by bacteria,
carried on the surface of its body or in its bowels. Of all animals the
house-fly is the most counstant companion of mam, lé.sting his food by
day and frequenting his abode by night, whether in the far north or the
far south, whether on the land or on the steamers, that piy on the great
nesans,  1ts very name, Musco donestice, suggests its relation to man.

If the fly were a cleanly animal he might perhaps be tolerated, but
from the double life he leads there is no question that he should be exter-
minated hip and thigh, for he spends half his day in the latrine or manure
heap amid the most foul putvidity that it is_possible to tmagine, amid
dead, dacaying, and- diseased miatter, from which at intervals he coies t0
hathe in vour milk jug or {0 poise himself 0'1_1' your pat of butier or your



