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to yumour is plentiful eges, chickens, ete, heing  very mexpensive.
e Serbian authorities talke comyplete chavge of the feeding of the batients,
so there is nobhing to be done in that line. The Serbian dostors arve by no
means behind in-their profession, but the immensity of the present problem
appears to have overwhelmed them, and not much wonder. 'The Commission
hefofe mentioned, speaks of the condition of things as being worse than any
they could conesive, yet the Serhs are nob an uncivilized race, the officérs of
their army ave smartgnen of irreproachable manners.
The town itselt is quite an important little town. Theve is a hishop here,

s cake shop, picture post eards, and a post office which has the playfalhabit
of {requently running shovt of stamyps, Tt has hesn once oy bwice cvacuabed

ane af fireh it was almost impossible to buy even a iin bucket, but now

U

it provides mest elegant enamel ware. while the native ghrments one caw
buy, are a joy to the heart.

The language prosents mmy dlﬁ'l[)ll]tl(}‘:, as it is more c‘loqeiy allied to
Russian than o the P We

U the lotiers, wr itten and
printed, differ in about half the aip‘ﬂahct h‘om our own. The language beside
Serbian most csually spoken, is German, All the orderlies speak this, wnd
with » lithle French thrown in, a few words of Russian (for those that know
it), and v occasional Bnglish word, the confusion is greatb. ‘
But it is more than interesting to have heen in the country at such a time,
and to see its heroice struggle under such appalling cireumstances, while one

cannot be too glad if one ean alleviate a little, the hardness of its 1ot by shar-

lllg its B terrible burdens. :
— MW,_.N_(..,,‘.MN_‘.W

THE PARIS FL@GI}“
A MEMORY.
By Miss R. . Bruch.

SLAGHE and time are unpropitious o the recital of an experience which is a
common place in so wany patts of India, and which, as an unusral
happening, in Firope, is daily eclipsed by the events of the war., Nevertheless,
the Paris Flood in the year 1910khad a character of its own which makes it
impossible for us who lived through it to lose altogether the smpre‘ssmn it
made. ' ' '

It was winter, Light snow iay on. the ground, and hoar-frogt covered the -
tiees, All day a dark blus clobd hung low over the city, and the night came
in hetweon three and four of the afternoon. There had been no rain in' 'Pazis:
the torrents which bronght the catastrophe fell over the head waters of the
river Marmne.

Water and light were the two comforts of life which the flood took from
us. The swell:mg viver had pushed through the drains into the water-pipes,
poisoning all the fresh conduits of the eity. *° Water, water, everywhere,

nor any drop to ’--make use of! The wise do not drink water in Paris ab
+he hast of times

Our household of eighby persons was fortunately sup}phed flom a ]Olwa.tc'
woll in i’v‘ﬁelgh}\.‘vullué garden, DBub the su*oply wag scanty. A tumbleriil in
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our bedroom basin had to last us all day for washing puryoges ;and the sue
cessive courses of our meals were eaten from a single ylate Wited '
dry cloth between meat and Pudding !

And this was one of the most expensive and Iuxurious
in Paris | There was no laxury for anyone in those days.

We had tried to Le Promgt in ordering several hundred candles the
moment: the gas failed us ; but all cur questing preduced no more than thirty 1
A friend indeed lent us a tall standard-lamp with a good strong light: and
round that centre sixty-odd of ugs gathered every evening from four ocloek
till seven, when we groyed our way to Led, undressing as Lest we could
the pitchy blackness of the starless nights,

This state of affairs lasted about three wecks, g

Out of doors an atmosphere of excitement overfowered the gloom, I#
the flood Lad been a mere riging of tke 1iver about ifs banks, it wonld have
been more easily, dealt with ; but the danger and the uncertainty lay in the
flooding of the great city sewers and of the labyrinthine networlk of the Meiro,
the Parisian equivalent of the London © Tube " It was this that made it
impossible to know where the hydra-headed creature would push itg
the surface next. Even in tke broad koulward of the Chamyy Elysée, sloping
high out of sight of the river, suddenly the street sagged, and without warn.
ing gave way keneath s Lorse and his rider, Plunging them intg the stream-
below, . AN

The hasty flight of the Farents whose baby was bom in g boat in the -
street, (and christened Moses 1} ; the home~comi_ng of a gentleman in top-hat
and frock-coat whom I saw rowing through his drawing room window on the:
second flcor, and tying his boat to the banisters of the stair-case ; the group
cut off in St, Lazare station, watching the waves lap up, up, up, nesrer and
nearer, till suddenly they stood,—and the flood had turned: aj] th
the unexrectedness of events which keld the leagt timid amon
before unknown dangeus.

The catastrophes which were foretold did not occur,

Is it the Pont d’ Alma which Las stone soldiers larger than life supy

with a

¢ f’!l]isizing—scl‘_cois ?

in

way to

s orting
its columns 1 We watchked the river Tise, & their knees, to their waists, to

tkeir shoulders, over their Leads, When it reaches the lovel of the road, we

were lold, tke bridge must ke blown up to prevert the démming and spreading

of the waters. 'Cne night a terrific 1erort was heard. “ The Pong ig gone,
we told each other in the morning . But it was not so; the Pont stands.
firm ; the explosion we had heard was cansed by

some chemicals in a factory, -

‘ Neither did the awful epidemics ensue, which were Prophesied ag the'.'
result of these disasters. It was in a Scottish newspaper that I read of dead
hodies being washed out of their graves and floated through the doors and
" windows of dwelling houges, The foundation facts which gave rige to such wild.
tales as these, must certainly -have besn observed outside Paris, if at ajl_
1 believe that the riverside villages suffered terribly, and that the loss of
life in the country places was very much greater than in the capital itself,

‘the water having reacheq
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Though many did indeed die of exposure in spite of all that cotud be
done to provide lodging ane clothes for the homeless in that bitter weather,
the deaths by drowning were comparatively few.

This was largely due to the soldiers who seemed to spring up wherever
help was needed, if a child paddling in the steeet fell through & manhole
in the pavement, a soldier would appear from nowhere, and pulled him o
safety before his head was under water. If it were only your way to Chureh
that was blocked on Sunday moring, a soldicr would be theve with a punting
pole to ferry you aeross in his boat. .

They worked at rescuing furniture and valuables from the deserfed hou-
sex by day, and they gusrded the town by night.  We used to see themn
returning to the caserne in the carly morning, haggarcd with weariness, unshaven
and unclean. Often we had scoffed at their siouching waik, at their baggy
fronsers and ill-fitting jackets ; but it was in those days of trouble that we
'ﬂr".g T RO respect the fﬂuu ptﬁza and his powers.

Street gnarding was no sinecure duving the flood.  Tn all of Paris outside
the walls, the lights were out. Miles and miles of suburban avenues and
boulewards stretched and interlaced in complete darkness. 1t was wobt &
case of lights shaded from the cve of the Zeppeli

;. there was no light to be
had ; the damaged gas-pipes were disconnected from the meters, and after
Mas%mn through the barriére from the brightlylighted streets within, it was
necessary so keep one’s wits awake to find oven the most tamilisr
ways, Naturally the apuchés, those budmashis, who had been g'ving so
much.trouble in Pariz before the fiood rose, took full advantage of this cloak

for their evil deeds ; and soidiers, mounted snd anmounted, were kept busy
holping #he police fo protect wasfarers from assaulbs, and to gmud nq.mej
houses from pillage. o ' '

T can shill see the night pieture at the end of our avenue in Neuiliy,
where the water filled the road from ailing to railing, and lapped at the iayer
of snow ag it vose. “Fhe moon was out, and shone u'pdn the branches of the
plae trees, making therm cast black, clear shadows on the pavement. The
soldiers had kindled a fire in a great hraxier, and as they moved about it,
their faces glowed ved in it: light A man holding a lamp was doing
something in & boat which he had, moored to a lamp-post at a lit'ble';’diétmma,

During the whole period the Parisian women whom I knew showed that
quiet resigned calm, which so much surprised those who were with ther
in their hour of fear a year ago. There was none of the hysterical neise aned
gesticulation by means of whicli French women ave wont to express their
lesser emotions. They did indeed weep silently from time to Hime, in an un-
Hnglish way, and they looked askance ab any attem:pt to lighten the gloons
by &]_trlﬁ{}l&] mirth, The spivit of the ““langhing devils,” who take their
pleasure so sadly, and turn theie troubles to jest, did no‘b in any wise, appeal
to them. 'They shook their heads and murmured, (est que vous n'éles pas et
chez wous. {T§ iz not your kome.} Ho we quitted onr uscless efforts, and wept
with them thaé wepb, waiting for the happier days which followed, to rejoice
swith then that did fejoico !



