SBRBIA ' - 255

LIt d4s true that infections of * 606 do cause a diminution of symptoms, but
only time can show whether it i a complete cure.  And it takes g long time
to make sure that the svphilitic germ is dead. Cases are reported in which
people atter having been apparently cured, married and had families, and: the
disease re-appeared after a lapse of twenty years. . The Wassermann test is
especially useful in these latent cases to detect the presence of the germ,
Mereury is still largely used, often in connection with Salvarsan as a remedy.
We know that 3 per cent of syphilities die of general paralysis of the H1sane,
and this disease is the cause of 25 Per cent of the mental cases that ocecur.
At the commencement of the disease before the germ has affected the general
cireulation and rashes have appeared, it can be cured without a long course
of treatment. The Percentage of cures is about 100 Per cent. But if the -
disease has lasted a conple of years, it is very difficult to get rid of. The
inventor of the Wassermann test says that the cure or otherwise of a patient
is decided during the first two years, after that cure is doubtful.

. We ought to remember that the saliva of these patients conveys the
diseaze, so care should be taken that all cups, glasses, spoons, ete. used by
them should be carefully disinfected ; and, in the interests of $he healthy
Popuiation all these cases should he segregated and efficiently treated, 1%
only we could get free treatment for all classes at all general hospitals and
publie dispensaries, if all ships could be made to carry out the preventive
medicines enforced by the Royal Navy, if more lectures were given on the
subjects to educate the public, then we might hope that this disease would
become less common. In Norway and Denmark notification with free treat-
ment has had a good effect. All other seribus contagions diseases are noti-
flable and it is time that syphilis should also be placed in the same category,
It is scarcely to be hoped that legislation can do anything towards preven-
ting these awful diseases. Qur hopes therefore must be centred in
education. ' ' -

- SERBIA.
By Dr. Hernux Havsox,

{VONDITIONS here are very different from those that obiained in Bel.
C gium and France. One appears to be living in the Middle Ages when
there were great epidemics of plague or small-pox abroad. If some of those
who prate so glibly of the golden age of the past, and bemoan the Present
with its industrial unvest, its women’s movement and its supposed lack of _
roniailce and glamour could come out, they would, I think, find that ﬁhe'y
would -be glad to be back once more in the twentieth century. :

_ - All parties for Serbia have to come »ig Salonica, and no sooner does one
- embazk in a train there, than one realizes that something serious is afoot.
Although there has, sofar, been established no quarantine system, Serbia
. disinfects her railway carriages, and the frain in which we travelled to the
- frontier was so strong of formalin  that it made one’s.eyes water and one’s
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"bre&‘i;'ni'zlg3 c‘tifﬁcuh‘} As one camc u'p the line, 'boys came 1'0&1151 ab the %’mtionsa

their Tlooketh and af *l\e blggnsf sbations met appvared swith vessels of disin-

fectant whish they squirted impartially over earvisge, luggage, and Passon-
gers,

All the walting-rooms were occupied by the military, and st night theve
was no light in the trains owing to the shortage of petroleum, so that in addi-
tion to dirt and disinfectants, there was a plentifal sprinkling of candle-grease -
over the cushions. Serbia is a very generous country, and all Red Cross
workers travel free, either in first class compartments or even wagon-lits.

She is generous too in doing what so far, T believe, neither ¥Trance nor
Belgium have done, i.e., giving to all such people a very handsome house-

keeping sllowance ; moreover, she Is ab present paying several of her medical
workers,

Tae first part of the country, in doming up from Balonica, is rugged, full
of eroms and boulders, and is o suitable background for the Turks, from whom
it was 50 recently taken. There is the one very beautiful feature, and that
is that amidst the grey stones and boulders appear pink almond trees in
full blogsom, Higher uwp the couniry becomes more smiling, and round

Krognievabe, though there ave still snow-covered hills, there are woods and
fraitful fislds, with primroses, violets, and a delightful green-coloured Christ-
" mas rose, all out.  This town, Is in common with many others, riddled with
typhus. '

~Definite statistics are hard to get, but while the Serbian army numbers
about 303,000 over 42,000 at least axe reburned as i with typhus and
other complaints. The chief illnesy, nurerically, though one seldom fatal, is
“ Relapsing Fever,” a kind of glorified ma,lam& which leaves its victims very
weak, Typhoid is here too, and dysentery and puoumonin, while  cholera - ig
pxpected later on. Tetanus, however, is mercifully absent,

Alveady over 80 of the 400 doctors in Herbia are said to. have died—40
odd from typhus. At the chief typhus hospital here first & man doctor, then
atr Finglish woman doctor, then the two men who sueceeded her all sucenmbed.
Tn this unit & Bister and an Orderly have died, and a medical woman has hag
it and recovered. In the case of these latier three, the disease ivas not con-
sracbed on the premises, but was doubtless acquired in the typhus. Jhospital
above mentioned. To-day we hear a rumonr,—we hope false —that Lady
Paget has alse taken the illness. (Lady Paget did fake the ilfness bmﬁ,
happily, she recovered.)

The eomhmon of the hospitals is appaling. In one typhoid hosplta,i 18
beds accommodated 80 patients. In ancther men lay three_or four in ono
or two beds, others were huddled on the ground, just as they were brought
in, in, their own mud-stained and dirty clothes. The hospital attendants are
chiefly Austrian prisoner.orderlies—gentiomen, very depressed and sad look-
ing, and epparently very safe to frust.
all foreign units.

They act, too, ag housemaids, ete., to

Tn some of the fever hospitals many of the orderles are
thomaolvos Hl, thoy stoggor round giving medicine and foud, bul ne nursing
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of any sort s atfempted. It is the complete lack of sanitation and
Western cleanliness, coupled with the awful overcrowding (men lying in
: IJaSSdges and corridors beside the roots), that accounts for the spread and for
the great fatality of the disease. So far one has spoken only of the army,
but the ¢ivilian rorulation is in worse ]\I]ght as for them there is not even
the semblance of care. !

There is no notification of illness or death, sc one has no means of
estmmtmg numkers, but the Serbs have a custom of hanging out black flags
in case of death, and these are dotted all over the town, while the Cathedral
which is just oprosite us, is tolling perpetually, and one is always meeting .
funeral processions in the streets, ’

The Cathedral itself is now shut to funerals of all typhus cases: the
service, a very long and a very impressive one, has to be held out of doors.
Buildings of all sorts are utilized as hospitals, in many cases tea- kouses,
whete the patients lie cheek by jowl on plank beds with hair mattresses,
“in dirty cotton garments, with one blanket each, The lack of clothes makes
closed windows (and many houses bave double windows) a necessity, and
the heat from the stores intensifies the smells and encomrages all forms of—
as one knows now-—dangerous animal life. From fime to time, however,
during a cold syell, wood will give out, and hospital and house will he comple
tely unwarmed, with snow on the ground !

In the Lospitals of the foreign units one experiences a sense of fatality
when any of the orderlies become ill ! These cannot be kept in surgical wards,
50 they have to ke sent off, say with relapsing fever, to another Losgpital.
Later, one kears that in the Lospital to which tkey have gone, they hkave-
developed typhus and heen moved to a typhus hos]?ita-l, and after that one
hears no more of them till one ascertains that they have died !

The women’s bogpital Lere is one of the bright spots in Serkia, the kest
as the Serkian authorities told an Englishk Commission working out lere.

e . In fact, the aforesaid Commission say tley chcse their l:eadquarters_;ltere

80 as to have somewhere safe to go to if they wereill. Steaking to me yester-
day, one of the men said :  * You might as well ke at home as in these .wards.”
There -are still stakles contammg Patients kere; and the change from these
to a hospital run on English lines must” be great. The men are already
. getting quite attacked to our custom of fresh air T
The surgical work in tke -country is now considerably decreased, as there
has been no ﬁghtmg for some while, but the kind of case seems much the
game as one saw in Cherkourg. Sepsis is again derlorable and what. the
men pull through is marvellous. Living itself is a good deal rougher than
in the West. Tte town is raved with buge irregular cobbles, and mud comes
-up well over the ankles, Streams broader than one can conveniently jump: -
~ gourse down each side of the road in the Beavy rains, and lighting is poor. But
"the streets are clean ; no rubbish may be thrown into them though ttey give
hints of various malodorous scents to be exyected in the warmer days to come.
- The houses are well warmed with huge stoves, the one at present inhabited
by the unit helonging for some time to the Crown Prince. Food, contrary
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to yumour is plentiful eges, chickens, ete, heing  very mexpensive.
e Serbian authorities talke comyplete chavge of the feeding of the batients,
so there is nobhing to be done in that line. The Serbian dostors arve by no
means behind in-their profession, but the immensity of the present problem
appears to have overwhelmed them, and not much wonder. 'The Commission
hefofe mentioned, speaks of the condition of things as being worse than any
they could conesive, yet the Serhs are nob an uncivilized race, the officérs of
their army ave smartgnen of irreproachable manners.
The town itselt is quite an important little town. Theve is a hishop here,

s cake shop, picture post eards, and a post office which has the playfalhabit
of {requently running shovt of stamyps, Tt has hesn once oy bwice cvacuabed

ane af fireh it was almost impossible to buy even a iin bucket, but now

U

it provides mest elegant enamel ware. while the native ghrments one caw
buy, are a joy to the heart.

The language prosents mmy dlﬁ'l[)ll]tl(}‘:, as it is more c‘loqeiy allied to
Russian than o the P We

U the lotiers, wr itten and
printed, differ in about half the aip‘ﬂahct h‘om our own. The language beside
Serbian most csually spoken, is German, All the orderlies speak this, wnd
with » lithle French thrown in, a few words of Russian (for those that know
it), and v occasional Bnglish word, the confusion is greatb. ‘
But it is more than interesting to have heen in the country at such a time,
and to see its heroice struggle under such appalling cireumstances, while one

cannot be too glad if one ean alleviate a little, the hardness of its 1ot by shar-

lllg its B terrible burdens. :
— MW,_.N_(..,,‘.MN_‘.W

THE PARIS FL@GI}“
A MEMORY.
By Miss R. . Bruch.

SLAGHE and time are unpropitious o the recital of an experience which is a
common place in so wany patts of India, and which, as an unusral
happening, in Firope, is daily eclipsed by the events of the war., Nevertheless,
the Paris Flood in the year 1910khad a character of its own which makes it
impossible for us who lived through it to lose altogether the smpre‘ssmn it
made. ' ' '

It was winter, Light snow iay on. the ground, and hoar-frogt covered the -
tiees, All day a dark blus clobd hung low over the city, and the night came
in hetweon three and four of the afternoon. There had been no rain in' 'Pazis:
the torrents which bronght the catastrophe fell over the head waters of the
river Marmne.

Water and light were the two comforts of life which the flood took from
us. The swell:mg viver had pushed through the drains into the water-pipes,
poisoning all the fresh conduits of the eity. *° Water, water, everywhere,

nor any drop to ’--make use of! The wise do not drink water in Paris ab
+he hast of times

Our household of eighby persons was fortunately sup}phed flom a ]Olwa.tc'
woll in i’v‘ﬁelgh}\.‘vullué garden, DBub the su*oply wag scanty. A tumbleriil in



