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THE MELA IN BRINDABATN.
By Miss Porrer.

BOUT six miles above Muttra, owing to the character of the Junina. the
right bank of the river assumes the appearance of a peninsula, Here
stands Brindaban, washed on three sides by the sacred waters. For several
centurios this city hes been one of the most holy of the Hindoos. The word
Brindaban is derived from a physical feature, this particular spos having
been previously a forest of < Tulsi® trees, “ Tulsi” and “Brinda’ are

synonymous terms.  From an early period of Brahminical history it hag -

been a sacrod place of pilgrimage, It has a most interesting series of ancient
tomples.  Brindaban is not a city of trade or manufacture, but it iz main-
tained purely by its temples and religious reputation. It contains more than

six thousand temples and shrines. Hare many festivals and melas are held.

during the year and one has the opportunity o see the daily religion of the
people, and the annual festivals of the various Godr. Thig year a great
mela was held in February called the Kumbh mela. Ti oceurs once in twelve
years, and is the most important event in the Hindu calendar. The time

was set according to the astronomical movements of three special stars.

Great preparations were going on diiri_ng the two months previous. Sadhug
began pouring into the city five or six  weoks before the mele,  Pilgrims

travelled to it by the thousand. Brindaban hag s population of twenty- .

- one thousand ; but when it was crowded with four hundred and twelve
thousand pilgrims it assnmed a different aspect. Above the city was a con-
stant cloud of dust. 'The voices of the thousands pouring forth in songs,
shouts and hideous cries, the noise of the various musical instruments together
with other sounds, producsd a constant hum and buzz over the. city which
did not cease for some time. The last day of the mele was the great day,

To many persons it was the opportunity of a lifetime, and they came from -

all parts of India. Tt was a splendid opportunity for comparison and con-
trast of the psople from the various places. The pilgrims came in evory
conceivable kind of conveyance, by train, gari, tonga, bailgari, unt
 gari, others were riding upon eamels, elephants or bieycles, and some of the

municipal officers were in motor cars. Weary, dusty and worn, hundreds -

_ reached the city just the evening before the day. ‘They trudged from temple

- to-temple, from one dharamsalz to another searching for a place to spread their
blanket for the night. Place after place they were refused, for every available
place was occupied. Finally, hundreds crowded into their “ garis ** for the
night, or sat out on the ground beneath the starry sky. I ecannot vouch for the
following statement, but I do not doubt the truth of ih, that ground wags
- rented for the night at two and a half annas per square yard. So great were

- the $hrongs that they could not satisfy their thirst from the wolls in the city, 7

- and many of them went outside the city and drew water fror,gr old wells which

. had not been uzed for months, There was much cholera. foﬂowing the mela . e
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and many people dicd. Noedless to say that families were separated.  One

very large company of Sadhus numbering two honddeed eame from extreme
southorn Tndin, nont Oolombo. They bravelled on fooh baving spent two
and a guarter vears in the journey. These pilgrims came socking to purify

" _— . . . ; -
themseives {rom the taint of sin, & 1 gome blessing, They were in

1
quest of light and peace which they did not find, and not having found it they

frudged on to the next shrine, in hope of finding that glea of light for which - '

their souls longed. Here ave Sadhus, Fakirs, Pandits and Brahminieal
toachers of every description read

ag from their saered hooks. The sharaeless
dnceit which is practised upon the worshippers is most disgusbing. Here sit
several Sadhus, each within a small civele of fivo. Remaining here through the
heat of the day is one of the company who hangs by oue toe from & tree for
hours, anobher who has beon holding his avm extended sinco carly i
another is standing erect on his head for half the day, others are lying on
beds of thorns or spikes. Tt was esbimuted that there were twelve thousand
Sadhus present, Thousands of them marched naked, in procession through
the strests of the city. '

Hvery housstop, window, verandah and available space was crowded
with spoetators. A decorative crowd indeed, with painb spots on their brows,
with lips and feoth stained with betel-juice. The colouring of their clothes
againat the sky, 1ed, orango, grees, anid yollow presented a very pleturesque
sight, in great conbrash Lo the awinlness of the display of the * holiest of
men”, who with marred countenances, and Bodies smoared with ashes of
cow-dung present themselves as religious leaders and teachers of the people.
Again we look upon the mass of the poople as shey crowd to the river hank

~ bofore daybreal, to bathe in the sacred Jumna desirous of Ainding salvation

il ord 2l mivar?

thiough tho river’s sacred waters that fheir sing be washed away. ¥rom
early morn until the sun descends behind the westorn horizon they continue,
0 bathe, all indulging in a driek of the sacred water. Near the shore huge
tortolses appear in great numbers. Ocepsionally they become very friendly
and take @ bite from the thigh of the bather. How utterly empty arve the
lives of hundreds of these people as they go water-pot in hand, or stringing
the beads of their rosaries, wandering hither and thither through fhe strests
of B’rin.daba}l. Fundreds of old widows hardly able to wall, find their 'wa}f
4o Brindaban ab this mele time and . count iba great blessing if they are
permitted o dis there. During the day, just outside the city, were seon
holy men who were Teasuring their length - in the dust over the eTFITD,
- sicomnference of the city which is not less than five miles. Bhops wers

" plentiful all along the main street to supply the people with wares and - :

novelties from vavious places in Incia. Toys to abiract and amuse the

children, and Fnglish articlss such as appeal to Indian people.  Crude Ferris .

 wheels and morry-go-rounds with sheir squealk squeak, added to- the attrac-

gions provided. The display ol carvings and decorations on the cars used for.
" idols, is loathsome and disagreeable. There is mingled in the worship. and

ceremonies vhe strains of the pipe, drum, and eymbal. At the eclose of the

.oy the Lucknow White.marble pomple was brilliant midst the splendour of
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tern thousud lights. In these mele are great opportunities for religious

~work. There are h,undreds of hearts truly seeking for the light. Many come

in from the villages whose minds are unprejudiced and they gladly hear the
Gospel, Perhaps we missionaries are accustomed to lock upon the biight
side too much, and give thrilling reyorts of our work, but ail whe gazs npon,
. the procecdings of that day know there is a dark side. and that wnrhink.ble,

unspeakable conditions prevail. T hops this short sketch may be used in Hig
name to win more prayer, prevailing prayer for India, and for ali dark lands,

MY PATIENT IN RAJPUTANA.

By MaRGARET.

LEFT Bomhay for K—a State in Rajputana, by fast passenger train.
"The journey. took 28 hours by rail and a few hours more by carriage,

1 was the only European lady passenger. On arrival &t Baroda I had to .
change trains, During the journcy I went to the different refreshment

rooms for my meals, Some of them. were fairly decent while others were
not nicely served, also I had mostly to wait a vory loug time before anything .
was brought for me to eab, the result being T had searcely finished the first
course when the warning bell went for. me to return to the train. This was
"bad management, as the guard always telegraphed ahead that I needed
breakfast or dinner as the case might be, T was very annoyed as I had to
pay for a meal I had hardly touched. I believe this is a trick for the benefit
of waiting room butlers, they delay in bringing food so that they practically
get the full amount of money with mo expense. to themselves. After 28
hours journey I arrived at the wayside station where 1 was to leave the
train. I got out and found the station master. . He told me I had a cart
drive before me which would take 24 hours. T informed him I was on my-
way to nurse the Rani of K—=State. He at once became more affable and
would insist that I should make use of his bedstead | T thanked him heartily
 but refused, he insisted and rather than give offence I said “very Well’
" _The bedstead was placed in the waiting room, T putmy own bedding upon

L it and slept until 6 a.m. Inthe meantime a carriage had arrived from the L

- palace for me, and T found to my surprise it was no larger than a hand-box,
it rather resembled a rickshaw and was drawn by two strong horses. The

" station master asked me as a favour to kindly take his son with me to K—,
© Our Journey began, the country was wild, open and rugged and the one ‘road -
was terribly in need of repair, The horses could not pull the little ““band--
box 7 easily, owing to the ruts and holes on the way, 0 two buffaloes were

" harnessed instead, and you can imagine our progress was slow, and the uhakmg

“we got can better be fancied than described | The two buffaloes after s while
+-were brought to a standstill by the wheels of the conveyance sticking in the
rubs, so four native assistants were employed to push hehind when neeessary,
_Ma,ny & time our progress was arrested by hundreds of pea- hen‘s and some




