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To conneetion with deafnoss due to affeetions of the nerve centres, guinine
deafness may be mentioned as an cxemple. We all know that quinine in fairly
large doses causes deafness, which in most cases Passes away. I some cages,
however, it becomes permanent. 16 is not pogsible to fvreses this danger, for
there are personal idiosynerscies in connection with quinine as well ag many
other drugs. A dose that may do 1o haem $0 one person may do sevious harm
to another. 'The moral is bo prevent fover by taking small doses of guinine
regularly, snd by taking other protective measuros, so that 16 may never become
necessary to take large doses.

TOYMAKING.

av Rupy K. Pouxincmonrye, B.A.

T is lrue bhab children like making toys, but the earcinl observation of the
b

£ objeot t0 be made, selection of suitable materiate, bhe making and putling

ilures they

together of the diffevent pucbs is hard work o them, and the
raect with tests of courage. Moreover in these toymaking classes they are
never passive lsteners or pagsive learners by heart. They sec Lhe need of
accuracy, the labour necessary o produce it, they suffer for every mistake
they malke, and best of all they realize the joy of work—active, muscular work
as distinguished from thelr ordinary scholarly work., Nor does one spoil
children by teaghing them subjects that appeal to them and are suited o
their young yesrs and keeping Grammer and Sciences for the riper mind.
“ Wyerything boo soon” iz the mobto of some teachers because they fear to
gpoil the child by recognizing its childhood. Tt is the willing work the child
puts into the boy, thab males the work so valuable, for i6 is not the hard work
we foree the child to do, but the hard patient work he cheerfully does that
develops his character and wmakes him a finer man, it is only the discipline
that is willingly accepted that is of value. We have sometimes to compel
children to do things they do nob want t0 do heeause we cannob give them
satisfactory reasons or reasons bhab ave sabisfactory to them. While resognizing
the necessity for this eompulsion somebimes, one realizes how little it heips the
mworal development of the child, * We are good besause we will, nob becanse
we must,”  After all ¢hild and grown up are alike in this, that drudgery and
soerow are only of value if willingly borne.

Tn the toymaking class we have a fine opportunity of teaching children
the joy of labour, the joy of overcoming aifficulties, we can teach that work
is not always doing disagreeable -things and play pleasant things. The end

in view casts a glamour and a gladness over work however monotonous and |

hard it may seem that mere play can never have. It iy possible to begin a
class in toymaking with very few tools and merely so called waste materialy-—

swpby boxes of poxdboard or wood, veels, gorlss, broom, handles, match boxos,

o aRike
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obc.  Simple toys from such materials can readily be thouglt of by both teachers
and children. 1t is well to encourage children “to make do ” with what is
at hand ane not to gpend time in thinking what they would do if they had this
and that. One wants them to vealize in their vouth that success and happi-
ness come to those who while working under difficulties are determined to
malke the best of them.  To have a perfect instrument ab hand for every need
Paralyses work, thought and happiness.

A listle girl of eleven writing about her toymaking class said :—* Hand-
world is one of my favourite lessons az it is o interesting to make different kinds
of wooden things, It is a very interesting ocoupation for spare time, and it
shows us that out of the smallest and most paltry things, such as match hoxes,
corks, and other things, tovs or parts of tovs and different articlescan be made.
Tor instance in the making of a merry-go-round, the horses are made of corks,
covered with brightly coloured paper to make them look ae little like corks
as posgible, matches make the horse's legs; the seats are composed of half
match boxes, covered with paper. To make toys and other wooden things
teachos us to bhe patient, for cften, just at a critical moment, something will
come unstruck and we have 1o begin all over again, The top of the roundabout
which I am now making has come off three or four times and conscquently it
hasg taken me about twice aglong to make as it would if ali had gone smoothly.”
Indeed it ghould not be necessary fo emphasize the importance of handwark
(toymaking being its happy beginnin g) for the world needs workers—workers
with skilful fingers—doctors, engineers and foymakers—schoolg can help to
produce them by not only training children to use their fingers hut by encouraging
love of skilled manuai work., The true test of any education is found in the
child’s carcer as a man—such a test seems to yrove that the only successful
teacher is the one who arcuses an abiding interestin his subject, not an interest
that is transitory and passes with the first difficulty encountered, but an interest
that survives drudgery, disappointment and failure and keeps the grown up
Person in touch with his youth and its fresh ont look on life.

The toymalking should sppeal to nurses who have charge of sick children‘fEd.

(George Harrap & Co. are publishing, early in the spring, a book on Toy-meking, ¥
writton by the writer and her sister, Tt will confain descriptions of toys that can_ be
made by children from three to thirteen, and suggestions for tho use of so-called waste
material.)



