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And yet I've not begun te tell
The sweet delights of those who dwell
Within the lotus-charmed spell

Of this fair land,
’ Anonymous,

BABIES.

What are little babies for ?
SBay, say, say !

Are they good-fer-nothing things ¢
Nay, nay, nay |

Can they speak a single word @
Say, say, say !

Can they help their mother sew ?
Nay, nay, nay!

Can they walk upen their feet ?
Say, say, say | :

Can they even hold themselves ?
Nay, nay, nay !

What are little babies for ?
Say, say, say !

Are they made for us to love !
Yea, yea, yea!

SOME THINGS TO READ.
By Mgrs. W. H. Xnosz.

€ ARY, -Mary, Quite Contrary », of Misselthwaite Manor, will probably
never enjoy the widespread popularity of “ Little Lord Fauntleroy ”,
but readers of ¢ The Secret Garden » will find init the same love of depicting
. childish emotions that Frances Hodgson Burnett displays in the earlier book.
The story begins in a sufficiently unpromising manner to compel atten-
tion at once, * When Mary Lennox was sent to Misselthwaite Manor to live
“with her uncle everybody said she was the most disagreeable-looking child
over seen. It was true too.”” The whole tale covers only a few months in
the lives of threo children, two tem—and one twelve years of age. It includes
a-very interesting study of the effects of fresh air and Springtime and healthy
companionship on a spoiled child who is a helpless hysterical invalid. This
is Colin, Mary’s cousin, who is more spoiled and more ** contrary ~ than Mary
herself. His cure, though almost too speedy to be credible, proceeds quite
naturally. Mary’s complete transformation of character is the outcome of
an awakened love for people and creatures outside herself,




144 NURSING JOURWAL OF INDIA.

T residents in india the opening chapter of the book may seem » hit
unreal, as ib is hardly conceivable that a little white child, howover disagree-
able, should be so neglected as Mary appears to have beon ; and should have
+lofh forsobbon in the lonse when alt the sevvants fled from. cholers,
Mary’s {ather and mother and Ayah having died of it.
Mrs. Burnets seems much mors b home on the Yorkshive Moors and thero
is a great deal of quaintness and fascination in the language of Dickon,
Martha the Maid and thoir mother, white her pietures of the budding ide of
an English Spring will have a veal charm for dwellers in the Tropics to whom
Spring does not vome. ‘

Ameng the papers for War Time which are being published by the Oxford
Tinjversicy Pross is one salled © The Woman’s Part”, by Blma X, Paget. In
beautiful language, Mrs. Paget makes o strong appeal to the women of Gresl
Britain, of the fmpire, to help the Nation ab tid e by o speecial display
of the virtues of Courage, Prudence, Simplicity, Faith and Love. In the
heginning she says, “ Phe Nation has called upon its manhood, setling hefore
i & plain duty, asking for a plain answer. The elsim  that war makes apon
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womanhood is more hidden, and often morve ditheult ; for ib is oasier Lo b
aetive than passive, easier to place ourself under obedience at a cxisis than 1o
serve by silent anxiety, or to desire service with no clear indication as to whatb
one work should be.  Bub it has been wisely said that warfare depends largely
for its ulbimate success on the spivit of the people laft. hehind, and we know
that in an ever-increasing proportion this will mean the women. Thersfore -
we mush look to owr own character ol condued as a necessary porb of tho
groat war”, ) ’ .

In speaking of the duty of giving up loved ones Mrs. Pagel says, * Our
giving must not be inresignation only, but with conrageous faith thai God will
make o new and batter world out of the mistakes and disasters of man’s dis-
putes. Wehad hoped that God would give a lnsting peace in our generation,
withoub the cruel arbitrament of the sword. It is not so. Because of
some hardness in onv hearts, it was impossible. The world is not yeb ready.
But we give our men as warriors  against war,  We are fighting thab ib
may dis”. -

' Tyery paragraph, of this veally stireing appeal would be worthy to be quot-

od in full, and those which I have given do not suggest the practieal ways in
which women aro cailed wpon o help. Tvery woman would be the hetter for
taking to heart the teachings of this pamphlet, whether shels personally
coneerned in the Furopean war or not, and what woman is not concerned
in it 7 The price of the paper is Lwo-pencs, and it will take only ahout half an
hour of a busy Nurse's time fo read it,




