WOMEN ANTD U'HI WATR. 9

A Government Departmentai Committee in 1912, recommended the establish-
ment of tuberculosis dispensaries, which were to be the centres of diagnosis
wnd treatmont and through which persons were to be pussed to sanatoria or
back to their homes, for treatment. It will be scen then that o proper grasp
has been taken of this vital subject, and it is to be hoped that the succeeding
years will show a great diminution in the number of cases throughout
England.

WOMEN AND THE WAR.
A Few NoTiS BY THE Way,
By Mrss Eraine Maup Prarsn,
Late Sister, Viclorin Hospital, Benares.

N Aungust lagt when the war cams upon ng women of Bngland, with the
first shock wemen began to realize they were not trained to help, Queen
Mary and the Princess and many others in their train, at once started useful
and pracfical reiief for women at home, and soldiers and wounded abroad.
Ambulance classes and volunteor workers of many kinds came for instruetion,
I think one of the most striking things was the way all started at once to
knit, or sew, or do something womanly to help.

Sufiragettes decided to sink all strifc for the fime being, and uniting to-
gether to take up the women left at home needing work and relief in the emer-
goncy; the Women’s Emergency Corps were formed, to organize and prevent
the overlapping of volunteer aid. Tor unemployed women the Women's
Emergency Corps opened fiftecn branches where work was supplied to needlo
women of every sort, from skilled hands doing fine embroidery and other
works of beauty and art, to the makers of dozens and hundreds of suirts,
jackets, and apparel of every kind for the front, and for the wounded and
the refugees, down te the set of baby clothes sent to the wife of the Belgian
Officer.

Amongst other wonderful women in the corps, was the glorified house-
keeper, who, realizing the waste of food supplies turned her knowledge to
practical account and service.

The first organization formed solely to deal with war refugees telephoned
to the corps to say, «“ We are offered shelter for 100 Belgians arriving tomor-
row. Can you feed any of them ”? The Emergency Corps housekeeper
answered “ Ring me up at such a time and I will tell you.” Then she went out
to market. She had no money that we know of but in brains and resource
lay her trumps. So when the housekeeper was rung up at the hour named and
agked, “well, how many of the 100 can you feed?” The answer was, “‘a hundred
of them.” Then the emboldened applicant answered again, at the other end
of the line, “ But instead of sending 100, they now say they are sending  300.
Uould you feed any more?” “Yes” was the answer, “‘the Emergency Corps will
feed 300 till further notice.” And this was done, with food which Covent

- Garden and the greab provision dealers supplied for nothing.
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his organized use of waste pevishable food originating with bhe
Fmergeney Corps housekeepor proved such a success thab the Covernment
has borrowed the ides and the Emergency Corps housekeoper t0o t0 manage
ib,

to London Stuuwm there was o,-c\'"l.y a company of ladies walli

L

{or them
who helped the mothers with their babies, and carried their packages, and
conducted them to motor cars which seemed to he miraculously In walbing
at all nnconseionable hours.

Trains, then, when all was disorganized, came it ot all hours, Wonderful
fists of private houses where emergency hospitality was available, i too late
to go to the hotels or lodgings pro ovided for their stay. Many rl,uwed wibh
nerves horribly shalken by days of bombardment; others quite stupefled by
grief. One frain brought » woman who had given birth to & dead baby on
the way. Another woman died on the jowrnsy. One man had slept four
nights in the trenches ameng the dead.

The National Vigilance Association ladies also met trains, and knowing
languages, attended to the needs of the refngoes, very specially looking after
young gg_‘ib W’llt‘ll huﬁy bi‘i‘f\'\fﬁi-!

Thl is one story of an English givl from Paris, whose Iather had been
a Uivil Bervant, having never learned anything but a poor kind of faney
work, :

Day after day this git] tried to find work, until one day she walked into

tie Women's Emergency Corps’ Offices, white and foob sove, and had nob, sh

now realized, been tamght to do any thing that any body wanted.—After being

a

talked to as people ave there ; presently, something was sald about girls being

taught to make toys, At this the young refugee plucked up courage to say
she could make a oy, a practically indestructible gollywog, out of steckinet,
with hair waeraibed oob o come off boocsuse i wae orochoted stoutly
into the head, eyes nob to bhe placked out because they were made of French
knots. The gollywog became a vegistered patent, and fiffy other hard up
girls are employed making w livelihood out of the gollywog. The first gird
who originated it, has now been promoted to be a teacher of learning more
polite. The organizers have hundreds of other wonderful toys—and they
secure orders from the greab fivms.

Then there is a land.scheme, not only the teaching of new trades for
tlis country, but there are ninety-two acres of ground offered near Bourne.
motth-—and in Hertfordshire an extensive poultry farm, where women may
be trained, and yet be self-supporting at once.

Often other departments of work will be found, where least looked for .
One day, a country—bred girl {one of many who asked for sewing or to look
after o child, came to the Commandant of the Women’s Voiun%;aer Defence
Corps. Bumour says the Commandant looked at the givl and asked, “* Can
you ride”? ¥ Ves” said the girl. “Can you ride dare back”? 1t must have
seomned an odd guestion for a qualification as nurse-maid; but * Yes” she

could vide bare-back. “Can you take a horse to the waber”? said the

o
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Commandant. “Can you take five horses to water”? Yes, fifteen if she
liked. “Can you shoot’’? The first long pause—Well . ... . Tve
never shot a man, but Pve shot partridges and little things like that.”
Here we have a possible excellent nurse girl who also was certainly eligible to
join the Women’s Volunteer Defence Corps—which qualifications were only
found out by accident by the vigilant commandant. _

These few notes will show how well this and the Women’s Emergency
Corps has gained for itself the cockney title of the *“ Energy Corpse.”

There is indecd a battlefield in Britain, aswell as in Belgium and
France. Ifhelp is not delayed here at home, and remedies are applied with
skill, we shall see those hard-hit thousands healed of their hurts and drafted
back into the ‘* workers' army.”

POEM.
OPEN THE DOOR.

At this time of the year, when good and new resolutions should be made,
1t may be that none better than the following could be adopted.

Open the door, letin the sun ;
He hath a smile for every one ;
He hath made of the raindrops gold and gems,
He may change our tears to diadems—
Open the door!

Open the door of the soul; let in
Strong, pure thoughts that will banish sin :
They will grow and bleom with a grace divine ; .
And their fruit shall be sweeter than that of the vine—
Open the door !

Open the door of the heart ; let in
Sympathy sweet for stranger and kin ;
It will make the halls of the heart so fair
That angels may enter unaware—
Open the door !
: Author Unknown,




