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Fornished quarters and earriage to and from work will be provided.

Expenses of board will be aboub Bs. 25 per mensem.

Private pupils will be admitted for an inclusive fee of Rs. 50 for the course
In addition to board, ' : ' '

Further particulars san be obtained on spplication to Dr. M. I. Balfour,
Honorary Secretary, Countess of Dufferin’s Fund, Simla.

"RATS.
By J. Warmacze, Ksq., ¢ B

HE cost of therat to Indis between consumpbion of food and destrustion
of property amounts to many crores of Tupees per annum. . Add to
this his capacity to distribute plague infection o human beings, and to infect
food by walking over it with soiled fect, and we have an ides of the mischief
this formidable rodent can causo. His powers of multiplication are such
that so long as Indiang, especlally in cities, will continue to throw food refuse
out of doors, they will muitiply beyond all means of contral. Tt is nevertheless
possible to protect both life and property against him by suitable precautions,
Houses in Indian cities seem to be built with special facilities for the entrance of
rats,  Hxterior ornsinentation provides ladders for them, mouldings and
balconies are level roads round the building and climbing plants and trees
offer additional facilities, Within a hvmber room becomes a perfect breeding
place while stables and lofts are places of refuge in case of a raid. o
It is useless to make spasmodic attacks on the rab so long as his daily
life is one long campaign against us, Traps and poison are the mosh popular
weapons used against him and of these theve is & great variety and the great
secret of success in their use is to hava all foorls securely protected so that the
choice becomes either the hait ar nothing. .

Although theve are vory few eatables that a rat will not touch he hLas his
preference amoug foods with a pronounced odour like cheese, dried fish, hacon 5
tallow, &c., and if the trap is one that is released by touching the bait every
care should be used in keeping it in perfect adjustment and oiled at the joints.
This precaution is too often neglected, causing failure. The eage trap with
an entrance in the foran of a funnel of pointed wires has no mechanism and i
- goed so-long-as tho wires preserve thielr joinits and the sld Portetllis with its
stiding door remains o strong favorite as it appears so very sale to the raf,
Bub it needs occasional sealding to keep it effective. The same precaution
should be talken with the spring traps that kill.

People ave not always propared for the incursion of rats and it s uselod to
know how 1o devise a trap with waterials st hand. The Tndian heusewife
has & very ingenious and simple trap which consists of a chatty rather more
than half full of water, on which o layer of bran or rice husk floats. On his
sho spreads a Iittle strong-snelling dried fish in p‘oWdez'. The rat attracted
by the edoor jumps down on o tho dry surface just an inch or bwo helow
him and drops through the hran thit eloses over him. Several rafs may
follow each other, none knowing the fate of Lis predecossor.
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Another trap is one on which the rat literally -~ walks the plank” into
a cold bath., The materials are s buckel hull full of water, o chair or box a -
little highetr than the bucket, and a bit of board a quarter inch thick, two inches
‘wide and nine inches long, to the end of which a bit of toasted cheese or hacon
is tied. The bucket is placed against the chair on which the baited stick is
placed with the bait projecting over the bucket. More than hall of the wood
must be on the chair so that the rat may be half over the edge of the chair
before it tilts and drops him inte the water. This trap must be reset for each
rat but if the stick is hinged in any simple way to a separate bit of board
it wili recover and be ready for the next rat as the inner end is heaviest, It

.may be tied between two strings, the strings being attached. to a nail at each
Cside so that the stick will swing on trunnionslike a cannon. ' .

Bisulphide of carbon is a liquid producing a very poisonous gas that is
heavier than air arid if put in a rat-hole kills every thing, rolling down and-
filling the nest, .

Glas tar when pub in small quantity into a rat-hole drives the occupants
."away as they strongly object to soil their feet with tar. An experiment was
‘made in a gas workswhere rats were numerous by painting two rats with tar
and releasing them. They very soon {ouled the burrows and drove the other
raty out.

~ Ome of the simplest poisons is bal itm carbonate which is mlxed with eight .
parts by volume of oatmeal into a stiff paste and flavoured with grated cheese.
Tt is cub into half-inch cubes. Sponge fried in oil after heing cut into Pieces
of about a guarter of an inch is also used. It shrinks a good deal and when
caten the oil is dissolved out and the sponge rosumes its original size and
blocks the alimentary canal.

A mixture of dry oatmeal and grated cheese with one third of thelr Volume ‘
of frosh vplaster-of-paris has been successfully used against rats. A small
vessel of water should be placed near the food. This poison will not keep
long as the plaster is Hable to set, ’ :

As rats aro migratory no one knows when to expect an unwelcome visit
from them, it is well, therefore, toprotect all food from their attacks and to
burn all food refuse instead of ‘ohrowmg it out of doors as pfactised by most
Indian domestlcs

CHRISTMAS.
By Miss A M. Burks.

HE day of all days is near, and this year it brings Peace; we must put
aside all- petty worries cmd try to follow “the teaching of the Great
Master and each belp in every way we can towards the reconstruction of a
better world, We look around and view the havoo and destruction caused
by a Christian monarch in Christian Jands, who for years planned to throw the
world into misery and who suceeeded only toowell, and we pray that out of
the vaot muffering better understanding may emerge anid 8 greafi nniversal
hrovherhaod working for eond,



