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4N A
THE TRAINING OF HIGHER GRADE NURSES®

(NG ASIDE ONE OR TWO HOSPITALS

it Tndia’
pead for lieher grade trained nurses has doubtless imipressed all of
as ot ane fime or another,  Most of the givls who conne to us {or training
are TT1 Form or pechaps only 8th class Vernaculac.
1

: indeed we need to consider
aurselves fortunat

¢ if 111 Form passed girls apply for admission into our training
schools. Usually it is only after they find that all other branches of study
are closed to them that they *desire very much ” to study nursing. Only
then do they care to take up study, which will involve the doing of what in the
eyes of most of our Indian people are considercd menial tasks. The resull is
that while we get a class of nurses who are able to care for the sick, often with
much devotion and skill, we do not get those who can assume responsibility
sither in the work of the hospitals or in the training sehools connecied with
them.  We admit there are cxceptions and that even among our present nuises
we occasionalty find one who can and does carry responsibilities with the ntmost
capabillty.

What we necd to-day among our Indian nursing personnel are leaders
whowill at first work side by side with the missionary nurses, and who will in
fiture assume the sole responsibility for the training of Indian girls for this
work, as weil as teach them how to take care of the sick.

Perhaps in no line of Mission work is there sich an absence ot those who ave
qualified for leadership as there is among our present Indian nurses. The
reason Tor this is obvions. It has not been considered fit work for an educated
girl, and even to-day therc is a strong prejudice against it for that very reason.
But we believe thaf among our Indian Christian community at least there are
some who not only realize the vaiue and necessity of this kind of work, but will
admit that educated girls may render this kind of service to their fellownen
and still maintain their dignity,

Government has been and still is very much behind in Nursing Edacation
in this country, and Government Medical Officers do not hesitate to say that
the best trained nurses arc those trained in Mission hospitals.

Tn view of tihese facis, what are the needs in ournursing training schools
to-day ? I would say that onc of the greatest needs is Indian teachers who will
He able to teach both in Fnglish and in the Vernacular nursing subjects accord-
ing to our curricalum.  [n order to do this efficiently she would recd herself
to be a graduste nurse, so that in addition to the theoretical instruction of
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he class room, she might with practical demonstrations in the wards lead the
pupil nurses to see the value and importance of their work. fn a4 mediog
sized hospital this would more than take the entire ime of one whe was appointed
for this work., How much better an Indian girl would be able to da this than
those of us wlio hawve acquired the language enly after much study and wha
at best know it only imperfectly.

We also need Heads of Depertments such as Operating Room, Labowy
LRoons, Maternity Ward, and other wards. Gur Dietary department mighy
alse improve with some one in charge who would plan the diets inteliigently
and economicaily.

And T would add alse the Supply Room, including linen. What nursing
superintendent does not sigh when she thinlks of the linen that is carried out of
our hospitals as a permanent loan, never to be returned. I think we all agree
that it would save an endless amount of worry and considerable money if we
could have someone who kuew haw to take charge of these departments-of our
work. Girls of good education trained along these various lines would cammand
ihe respect of those working under them far more than is now the ease,

And last hut not least, we necd Indian girls as assistant supervisors of
nurses who will in future be able to take our places as superintendents .of
fraining schools and hospitals,

First teacbing the Indian how to do the work, and then giving it into their
hands, is the goal to which all other branches of mission work:are being more
and more directed, and this must also be our aim in the nursing profession,
I would like very much to see that girls who have passed the &th Form be
encouraged to take up nurses training for this purpose, That those who at
the end of their course of training seem especially qualified to teach be sent to
-4 Teachers Training School. They would then know what to teach and how
to teach.

Those who are.endowed with executive abilities might be placed in charge
of the various departments on the completion of thsir training, while others
might be given a ceurse in Laboratory work and assigned to this important
‘branch of our hospitals.  Still others might be trained as anesthetists, From
these we would in time be able to select those who seem best fitted to be assistant
superintendents or even superintendents of nurses.

Your comnitice on nursing knowing from past experience the difficnlties
that arise from having 6th Form girls in the same classes with those of a lower
grade, suggests that one or two hospitals be asked to organize a class for 6th
Form girls enly. Some ray object that this is not the ideal thing to do, it might
tend to create class distinetions, of which there is enough in this counfry. On
the other hand, one realizes that the intelligence of girls who have not been able
to study beyond 111 Form is far less than those who have passed 4th Form,
it is therefore difficult te say the least for the two to work and study together,
and therefore the suggestion that separate classes be conducted for them. A
class of cight or ten givls should be considerad the ideal to work with. Duiing
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'their first and second years they would have to work tegether in the wards
nd operating room with those of lower grade.  If however new girls of higher
ctc’w ondy eould be-admitted each-year, thework of the hespital wouldeverte
ally devolve upon them entively.  In this way there would not be the Lernptas
tion to leave the unpleasant tasks to the girls who mentally are their inferiors,

Should it be considered necessary to keep the two grades of students in the
hospital, those of higher grade should be given separate hostel aceommodation,
& larger stipend, a higher salary upon the completion of their training and other
p“lmiegcs must be offered to induce them to chose and stick to Lhm kind of work
in spite of its many difficulties and hardships,

1t we ean hold them long enough fo it, they may learn tolove thelr work

regardless of what its monelary compensations may be.  Infuture, entrance

into the nursing profession may beecome @ matter of choice with our Indian
girls and not of compulsion, as it has been in the past.

A good sized hospital, preferably in a mofussil towr, staffed with at least
two nursing sisters, would be suitable for this kind of training.  One nursing
sister showld be set aside to devate Ler entire time to the training of thesce girs.
She should have no other duties in the hospital except those in connection with
this work. The co-operation of the doctors in charge of the hospital would of
course be essential to the success of this plan. By lectures and demonstrations
they would m ke the work of these girls of real interest to them. A course of
study should be mapped out which would in three years cover every phasc of
hospital work includ.ng the administration of medicines.

Where possible the nursing sister in charge of these girls should live with
them. If she would, in addition to heing their teacher, be their companion,
it would stimuiate within them a greater interest in and a riccp(,r love for
their work. She could play with them during their “ off duty " times, plan
with them as to their future work, in short give them the personal contact
which is s0 necessary for the development of character,

I would suggest that this conference appoint a Committee consisting of two
doctors, two nurses and two educational people.  The formier to select the hospital
and plan the cprriculum, the laiter to canvas the schools for prospective
candidates.

FOR LEISURE HOURS,
CIRCLE APPLIQUER.
1 have lately discovered a new kind of fancy work which has great possi-

bilities and which will interest alin

It consists of circles cut outinwashing materials and applied to dresses, ete.
Ttis is how to go about it, first cut 2 number of circles about two inches
u ciameter and some a trifle smaller, all colours, red, pink, blue, mauve, yellow
or any colouwrs you may have. Next cut a number of leaf shapes from green

gingham ov zeplyr, any simple shape wilt do.  Then pin the circles and leaves




