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more searching and dclicate. But T do not think that Christians need be
afraid to admit it. Life is really full of profound ironies, and why should
we not Iaugh at them when they are not too tragic for laughter ?
- There is a very oM prejudice against admlttlng the idea of humour into
i 1c11g10n Plato objected not only to:storics which made the gods ridiculous, -
but to the notion that the gods ever laugh. It is rather sad that o
the laugh. of derision is the only laugh attributed to Jehovah in the Qld
Testament. o
In my forthcoming book of essays 1 have euggested (and doubtlcsq 1. :
-shall be well scolded for the suggestion) that as the want of a sense of humour .
: . - - is_considered a defeci in a human being, it is not unreasonable to infer that’
- % it would also be a defect in the Deity. And, if 50, since we attribute to the
' "~ Creator every perfection, we must’ suppose that he possesses a sense of humour,
and laughs? Is there any reason whv he should not-? ‘We are not bound -
: "~ ‘to conceive of him as a-sour Puritan, and surely. the world i is full of 1augha.ble S
L ' -objects. Conld anvyone have invented -the htppopotamus the glraffe, the i
) _;ma,ndnll and the dodo e‘{cept (partly, at least) for fun 2

] ‘An American Nurfsec Memorial Bulldmg erected in France i in connectlon L
: -with the Florence N1ght1nga1e School of Nursing, Maison de Sante Protestante PR
" Hospital, at Bordeaux, was formally dedicated on May 12. - = CO
; N £ The new school 1 is huilt on the estate known as Bagatelle gwen o the~ -_-'
S board for the néw hospital.” It  cohsists of sixteen acres mth beaut1ful
gardens and trees.” The total of money “contribufed by Amencan nUrses ior
the erect1on ef ‘this memorial building was approxunatcly 850,000 francs.” 7
- In_ referring-to- this. memorial bu11d1ng at the Scattle Confcrenee'Mlss
'._‘Noyes President of thé American Nursing Association sa1d R
o ““Through the representatives -~ from -the ‘three Natlone.l' Nuremg
. -LAssm:mhons which have heen appomted to serve as an- adv1sory committee
\"*-;.'*co the board of trustees we hope to ma,mtam either directly, or: threugh
] pr0x1es “who may “be-in” France, a very close relatlonshxp with this school.
Tt is our de51re that: this shall'be ma,mta,med for éver, as.a smtable and 1ast1n -
membnal to those of our members who died in line of duty, and-that'in ngg
his ‘school: to. France'we could in- no better wa.y symbohze the wsplnt and :
: Aerv1ce of American nurses, than by gwmg to the. nurses of France an
-+ opportumity fo prepare themselves under pr0per conditions’ and env1ronment E
: ".",for the professmn WhICh our deceased mstere represented o
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THE WOMAN ENGINL'ER

Durmg the swar women played a grea.t part in engmeenng and in many
«.cases’ became extremely skilful in engineering operations. , When hOStlhtIes
L 'concluded the - trade unions opposed the continuance of the. employmeént of-
: ‘women for skitled* wiork and as a-result, the number Jemployed has qlecreased' T
“ to an enormous extent KA :
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“and it is probably not known that there exists 2 Women's [Engineering
Society, the third annual meeting of which was held last _week.' Ladjzf. Parsons,
the wife of Sir'Charles Parsons the inventor of_ the turbins, was eleéted
President. . _ :

Accmdmg to the 1eport of the Women s-Engineeting. Society ¢ onésidé‘rabie
progreSs has been made duuug the past year and marked stceess has been,
achieved by wamen  engineers. “They are now heing admittedl to the

technical institutions and. arc doing valuable work, especially in regard to

interest in the British Society and it is hoped later on that a closer. co-operation

will be effected. Active intcreat is also being taken in the Socicty’s work . |
i India and America, where the practical help of the American bocu,ty of
- Mechanical Engineers- hms been obtained. —From: * The Times ” (Ibngmeerm;

v Supplement) P AR,

S “reséarch and invention, It is the only society of its kind in the world but e
s Ci will Didn )d.b}‘v DOuh be the } 1-..4.1» “’ty t0o- OH"C S ] Zl?_tLI'C.“ In : N

" France, Holland u.u.d Scar ,dmo via, women engineers are showing the greatest
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HE_ e1ghty third a,nnual repor’c of the Reg1strar Generai of B1rt?hs-i
-Dcaths a,nd \/Ia,rnegeq iny hngland a,ncL Wales for thc year Igzo hae o

e .
1he-mmrzuge re,te was ,’m 2 per.t 000,

_ The birth rate s the hlghest recorded since Igog, the dchth rat is the .loweeft
~on record, - The: excess in “the birth rate, the largest in_the hletory of the
_"country was due to a temporary rebound follow‘ing demob1hzat10n in- co'

etpenence.
infant - mortahty The ra.te felil_ 000"
: blrths “This: 1mprovement however 1s pa.rtly due to the la.rb‘e mcreaee of “the!
blrth rate duiing the year, . e

The year 1920 ‘shows: a rise in- deaths from most forms of epidemm_' Z
d1seaee as comp'lred with the rate for 1§19, ‘-wh1ch was unprecedentedly low: -
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2y wnomact of mnﬁe‘nc onﬂ wr
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' only decrease is for entetie fever. . : : .
-~ With regard to- tuberculosts it A sat1sfa,ctory to learn that the death rate o

- Was c:onsiderably lower . th'm in any previous year." . S
Lo Thu Clold Medal for Dis tm'ruxshocl Merit-of the B‘rrmsb Medlcal Aqsoaatwn SR
has been’ presanted to/ the nght Hon. Sir. T, Chfford Allbutt and to Lt —Col,- e
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