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inL INJU&;TIfo{L VFI H Al\]r W(JRI\PR IN th 1« AC’E‘OLILS A‘\TD
SOCIAL SERVICES OF FRANCLE.
By L. pe SoNIs,
{Frow The Red Cross Nursing Supplement.)

Since 1o1y the Franch government has recognized the Lmlm, of the indus

-
triad wellare workerin factorics and social organizations. The manifold needs

of the workers in the factories during the war led to the creation of *mk nesy
service which has, however, survived the war and is continuing to develop,

Ifactory managers realize that the weifare worker is a soclal and moral
ally, capable of relieving them of the responsibilily of looking after the wel-
fare of their emplovees, the technical, commercial and administrative side-
of their enterprises leaving Httle time for the constderation of the physical
and moral requizcments of their employess. The welfare worker is able to
report on the morals and public opirion of the workers, and the employer is
in o better position to judge what reforms are needed for the better function-
ing of his establishment.

What can the industrial welfare worker accomplish with regard to
tiealth ? She is in dircet contact with the medical service and assists in fight-
ing the great scourges which decimate the population ; her activities are as
much  centred in education aud prevention as in curative methods ; she
studies the hygienic conditions prevailing in the homes of the workers, sees
to the proper regulation of work for the overworked and for pregnant woemen;
notifies malingering on the part-of individuals etc., ete. )

While the man is at work she visits the wife and children and procures
the necessary relief: she organizes and directs different branches of social
service, such as créches, maternity homes, day nurseries, infirmaries, can-
teens, clubs, co-operative assqciations, garden citics, and so forth.

We now come to the moral influence which the industrial welfare worker
can exercise upon the workman; upon their relations with their cmployers,
upon their families and wupon the general public. How can we cnumerate
the innumerable words of encouragement axac] advice which she lcts fall, the
resignation, hope and galety she inspires :

Most employers are agreed that the mciustrial welfarc worker ensures law
and order in the realization of the social work undertaken by the direetion.

_Schools for the training of public health nurses like the " Eeele des Su-
rinteridantes  ¢'Usine ” and ““ PAssociation des Surintendantes d'Usines et
des Services Sociaux’’ have rendered much valuable assistance in training
and supplying workers for this branch of social work.

State factorics, private firms, public and private administrations, large
commercial houses, have all recognized the importance of the role of the in-
dustrial wellare worker, and we could cite at least 40 firms which have had
recourse iv thelr services.

A certain number of workers are émployed as departmental inspectors
in the devastated regions.

One has orly to look at the results alveady achieved in order to realize
"how a sympathetic and intelligent woman can scothe and alleviate the daily
miseries from which the working classes arc by no means exempt,
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