On  the bloody  baitlefields  of
Solferine was born the ‘idea of the Red
Cross’ one hundred years ago.

Here the great humanitarian, Henri

Dunant wept tears of comgassion_ for the

e Wenterary of the Bivtly of the Red Aross

Fiven

wounded and dying soldiers  who lay
uncared {ov on those hills of Solferino.

In commemorating this significant cen-
tenary, we also pay homage fo a greaf
man— Henri Dunant, C
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The International Red Cross

By Yvoune Hentsch

Director, Nursing Bureau, League of Red Cross Socieiies

A century ago, in 1859, Henri Dunant,

an ordinary Genevese citizen, returned
from Italy. He had witnessed the battle

of Solferino. He had seen thousands of
wounded soidiers feft Wing without care
on the battiefield in agonizing suffering.

He described their plight in a book
“Recollections of Solferine”, which roused
a world-wide response. For Dunant,
there must be no enemy when the battle
was over, but only men, all brothess and
ready to help one another. In  cach
country, societies of volunieers must be
constituted capable in the evént ol war
of caring for the wounded,

Tt was this emotion, this programme
that gave birth to the Red Cross.

To-day, 80 National Red Cross (Red
Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies
and two internatiensl organizations have
headquarters in  Geneva.  The Infer-
national Committee of the Red Cross
and the League of Red Cross Societies,

~ constitute what is called the International
Red Cross.

The functioning of the Tnternational
Red Cross is assured by:

() The International Conference  of
the Red Cross which is the highest deli-
berative authority of the Red Cross. The
International Conference assembles re-

presentatives of the International Com-
mittee, the League, and ithe National
Socicties, every four vyears, as well as
delegates of the States, parties to the
Geneva Conventions. The first Conference

took place 1o 1807  in Paus; ihe
fast one met from Qctober 24--Noven-
ber 7, 1937, at New  Delhi and
the next ome is planned for Geneva in

the Jubilese Yeur of 1963.

(h) The Standing Commission of the
International  Red  Cross  takes care
of urgeat matters between each Inter-
nationaf Conference and ensures the co-
ordination and harmonization of the
activities of the International Committee
and the Leagus. ¥t is composed of ¢
members, five of whom are elected hy
the Conference in a personal capacity.
Those clected in 1957 are

Ambassador Francois-—Pencet (France)
Chairman

Hon. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur (India)

General Gruenther (United States)

Professor Mitereve (USSR)

Mr, Sloper (BraziD

2 representatives ol the International

Cominitiee, one being the President,

Mr. Leopold Boissier,

2 representatives of the League, one

being the Chairman, Judge Emil

Sandstrom (Sweden).
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Hon. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur together |

with Ambassador Francois Poncet were
re-elected in 1957 to serve for a second
term. of office until the next International
Conference.

" The International Committee of the
Red Cross sprang from a small  group
of five Genevese citizens who were the
first to adopt Henri Dunant’s ideas.

In 1863, these five citizens began by
constituting 2 Committee whose action
fed in 1864 to-the conclusion of the first
Geneva Convention between Governments.

The International Committee has con-

. tinued to be composed exclusively of

. Swiss citizens (now 25 in number). It
thus has the character of a neutral organ
of ‘the International Red Cross. It is
the guardian of the Red Cross principles.
Its action is international and its role
may be summarized as follows:

To maintain the fundamental and
permanent principles of the Red Cross,
to recognise newly established National
Societies and to work for the continual
improvement of humanitarian inter-
national law ;

To dlSSﬂH]HlatC ihe Gcneva Conven-
fions ;

To Contribute towards the preparation
and development of medical personnel
and medical equipment,  in co-operation
with the Red Cross organizations, Army
Medical Services and other competent
authorities ;

To endeavour to ensure at all times
that the military and civilian -victims of
war, civil war or internal disturbances
receive protection and assistance,

It is essential for nurses to have a
thorough knowledge of their rights and
duties - under the Geneva Conventions,
and to thal effect, the ICRC publishes
from time to time valuable and rcadily
accessible information which should be
part of cvery school of nursing library,

In time of war, the TCRC will see
that the Geneva Conventions are applied;
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in its capacity as a
neutral institution, on behall of all
victims of conflicts, in particular mili-
tary and civilian woundcd and sick, pri-
soners of war and others. .

it will take actiou,

The delegates of the ICRC visit pris-
oner of war camps—during the last war
the ICRC sent thousands of food and
clothing parcels to these in need in ‘parti-

“cular to camps.

The ICRC is the universally known'
centre for receiving and transmitting
messages concerning prisoners of war,
and civilians in occupied territory.

It is also the duty of the ICRC to
tmprove, inscfar as its means allow, the
condition of war victims. Unfortunately,
its nieans are. very limited and needs
are limmense—assistance has had to be
provided far beyond the post-war years.

The League of Red Cross Societies
was established in 1919. Up to then, the
Red Cross had :had but one aim—ithat
givenl to it by its founder: the relief of
the wounded and sick on the battlefield.
During the first world War, the Red
Cross Societies of belligerent and neutral
countries had given magnificient proof
of their uscfulness, recruiting innumerable
members and enjoying  extraordinary
prestige.

Thc close of hostilities would nor-
mally have put an end to this work,
but there was such wide suffering in the
world that several Red Cross Societics
felt they could not interrupt their activity
which had shown itself to be so useful
to bumanity. Net only did innumerable
war victims still need their help, but there
were in addition, at all times, even more
numerous victims of epidemics, famine
and natural disasters, who déserved help,
in the same spirit and with the same

devotion.

The National Societies could do much
to alleviale this suffering, but still more
if they grouped themselves fogether in
order to exchange experience, help one
another and unite in a universal federa-
tion which would serve humanity as a
whole.
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CThus it came about that the Feague
of Red Cross Societies whose role is  to
facilitate "at’ all times the humanitarian

action of the National Societies and to
encourage cooperation among all iis

members, was created. :

Thete are at present 80 National
Societies.  Almost every country in the
world ‘therefore has a Red Cross Society,
or a Red Crescent Society for the Moslem
countries, with the exception of Pakistan
which has adopted the Red Cross, and
“Iran whete this emblem is replaced by
that of the Red Lion and Sun.

They all have the same aim:

the
alleviation = of suffering, without dis-
Ainction of race, "religlon, nationality,

‘class or political beliefs.

The Teague co-operates with the ICRC
in fields of action which concern one or
the other institution. A special agree-
ment between the two organizations defines
thelr respective compatencics,

- Genefally speaking, the fraining of
Red  Cross medical personnel (e, all
-members  of medical team: dociors,
nurses, nurses’ aids, etc) comes within
‘the competency of the two International
Reéd Cross organizations, which consult
each other in order io co-ordinate their
work and avoid overlapping.

‘The League’s lunctioning is ensured
by ilts Governing Bodies and its Secre-
tariat,

The Board of Governors meets every
two years, establishes the League’s pro-
gramme of work and fakes all important
! decisions. 1t is indeed the international
“parliament - of the Red Cross. :

.- At its last meeting held at New Delhi
in October—November 1957, following
the XIXth International Red Cross Con-
‘ference, some seventy National Societies
were represented; five now Societies were
‘accepted into membership, bringing the
total  number of Socicties members of
‘the League to 80. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur
‘was re-glected as one of the five Vice-

Presidents of the Board., Many decisions
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were  laken concerning the Funetionin®
of the [eapgue including the nomination
of Mr. Henry W. Dunning as Secretary
General, Mr.  Dunning  replaces
M. Bonabes de Rouge who has reached the
age of retirement after serving the League
for some 33 years including 21 years as
Secretary General, ‘ '

The Execulive Comimittes meets be-
tween the Board of Governors’ scssions
and exercises the latter’s powers. and
subsequently reports to it

The Secretariat of the League in
Geneva is the headquariers of the Fede-
ration.

In addition to the Secretary General
and Under  Secretary General, the
Adminjstrative and Financial Services,
the Secrefariat has tochaical Bursaux spe-
cializing vespectively in the organization
and development of MNational Societies,
information and publcity, and each of
the four basle activities of Red
Societies: health and welfare, relief, nors-
ing and Junior Red Cross, ‘

eman
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The League is financed by contriba.
tions from the Member Socicties.

The Mursing Burean

As in the case of all the other Teague
Bureaux, the main responsibility of the
Mursing Bureau i3 Lo “assist Nalional
Societies in developing, in this case with-
in the fisld of nur Red Cross

P

e OO0 nuy Sing, those
activities which are most needed in their
respective countries, and to act as co-
ordinating agent belwsen the Socieiiss.

The Bursau is guided in its action
by the tecommendations of the Nursing
Advisory - Committee which meets in
principle every two years. It is attended
by a small group of Red Cross nurses
delegated by their National Societies and
representing as much as possible various
paits of the wotld, and by ropresentatives
from the international organizations con-
cerned with nursing such as the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross,
the International Councit of Nurses and
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the World Health Organization. Since
its inception in 1919, the Bureau has
had four nurse Directors. The present
staff is composed of myself, as Director,
‘Miss L. Petschnigg as Assistant Director,
and two secretaries.

The programme of the Burcau may
be summarized as follows:

(a) To encourage national Red Cross
Societies in their efforts to enrol a sufficient
number of nursing personnet for service
in time of emergency—war, natural dis-
asiers, epidemics;

(b) To assist National Societies in
- their educational programmes for -all
types -of nursing personnel; schools of
nursing, basic and post-basic; specialized
nursing courses; refresher courses _and
workshops; the training of auxiliary
nursing groups, elc., provided that such
activities meet a recognized need in the
country concerned;

(¢} To ensure in all Red Cross aurs-
ing activities the maintenance of pro-
fessional standards as laid down by the
International Council of Nurses,

Practically, the Bureau can assist
National Societies in any one of the
following ways:

By facilitating exchange of informa-
tion between Societies and bringing to
their notice any documentation relating
to current and emerging trends in nursing;

By encouraging National Socicties to
grant scholarships not only to their own
- nursing personnel, but also to qualified
nurses from other National Sociefies who
may not have the necessary resources for
this purpose. The Nursing Bureau acts
as intermediary and assists in the plan-
ning of such study grants with a view to
making the best possible use of the avail-
able time and money;

By contributing to the development
of Home Nursing instruction (health
proiection and simple nursing care in

the home) based on the use of modern .
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teaching methods and the
principles of
Bureau,

accepted
pedagogy. The Nursing
upon request from - National

. Societies, assumes the responsibility of

training - Home Nursing instructors in
the different countries and they in turn
teach home nursing courses in ‘their
comntunity, adapting in -each case the
content of the courses to the needs of
the people.

An idea of the size of the present-
day Red Cross nursing world can be had
from the fact that twenty-eight (28)
National Societies operate schools of
nursing—some 285 in -all. From these
schools, as well as from among the best
graduates of non-Red Cross schools,
-are recruited the Red Cross nusses through-
out the world .who serve as branches
of nursing in both the hospital and the
public health fields, assisted by Ilarge
numbers of Red Cross trained nurses’
aids. :

The Bureau keeps in close touch with'
National Sccieties through correspon-
dence and through visits paid by the
Director and Assistant Director fo these
Societies. © Thus, in 1957, the Director’s
schedule included a visit to several coun-
tries in Asia. This is how, following upon
an invitation received from the Indian
Red Cross, I visited several Branches of
the Society, together with  Miss A,
Pfirter- of the ICRC, {from November
7 to December I, 1957. Everywhere,
we were also the guests of the Trained
Nurses Association of India and this
gave us a very welcome opportunity of
studving together how much and in what
way the nurses in India tould participate
in Red Cross programmes and generally
confribute to spreading knowledge about
the Red Cross and increasing the latter’s
action, ‘

It became obvious that the Indian
Red Cross home  aursing programme
could be expanded with the assistance of
a greater number of nurses participating
in the teaching and it is my sincere wish
that many Indian nurses will become
interested in developing such a programme
in their country. .

325



