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ot ".mankmd exceedmg
© disease in-its toll of death
“rand mvahdlsm

: entire: reg1on
ktils but malms

: econom:c “and: 'physu:al mxsfmtiin'" "
Looklng catocthe .

is perhaps as” old . as '3 mankind:

Refererices to certain. types of fevers, ..
akin .fo malaria :exist in'old mang-

scripts suggesting that the  disease
~ was  widely prevalent. in parts of
S Mcsopotdmla “India -
during “the . Dark Ages,
the'. Indian .
- Sambita and Susruta . Samhita,. the

> Some ~of -

sources of medlcal literafure . of the;

Vedic times,

refer to majaria as the -
“King of Diséases™.”

The Chmese

-

Ross typed. these couplets ‘after his
epoch making discovery about the role of-
mosquite in the transmission of malaria
parasite. .
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“While. other. dlS- ‘
easescan decimate & populatlon
avages can ~depopulate . an’
The dlsease not- only -

: hlstmy of
malaria one can say that.the  discase;

“and. China. . - )

‘books like Charaka--

Slr Ronald Ross

mltient fevexs wlnch wére. invariably

accompamed ~by. the -enlargement -
séveral .

vof “the spleeni: However -
‘attempts” at. assocntmg the disease
Cwith..-somé sSour¢e -or the other;
“centred . around
demons dlﬁ'e:cnt gods aud so on:

‘Malana Gomes into Vogue

Even though md]ana had bem

1ecogmsed as a specific disease of .

‘man-and its symptoms known, it is

‘unique in that no advance, was made
of”

about” the causation or ‘modé
1ransm1qslon till towards'the end of
“the 17th ccntu;y, whien' speculation’

on the. causative agenfs of discase”

crystallised into. a. germ theory for
. the first time.
period that more rational atiempts
“were made to find ol the cause of
‘the’ -disease. and how it SpLedd from
" person to-person.

‘There is 2 uddltmnal anecdote'

tabout the year 1640 of how the

Countess LV
“the Viceroy  of Peru, - was cured. of
~malaria fever by the powdered "o
cof Quina-quina tree,
‘and" her physician carried. samples™.
‘of ‘the - bark back with ~them " to' .
¢ Europe, and for the firsttime the: -
about

" black: mag,lc "
“malarias

* had died from ‘Mala-aria’

‘malaria.

It was during this.

of Chmcon

"The Cournifess

European physicians leatnt
this remedy for intermittent fevers.
This. anecdote has liistorical value |

.as the quina- quun ba1k was 11dmedf FROT

Cinchona.

Anothm great contubutlon fo

- the history - of malaria-ini the sathe -~
peried was the baptlsm of the -name".

It was" common practice ..
amongst . Romans of . the late 17th~ -

" century to say that 'a patieat who .

succumbed " to the intermittent fever

the ~word -wa$
dnd finally

Later
mal’aria

‘bad-airs’.
written as

malaria for the first time in English. -
19th Century and koss- : &

Malaria, which was still ‘in its

‘infancy, took an adolescent shape -

daring the last two decades of the
19l cenfury. From - then onwards, -
started a new era in the history of

malaria and .its  conirol. What
happened makes -an interesting
story. :
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fmeaning. v

Horace Walpole in.1740. -
_is-said to-to. have wused the word -..



- Wxth maigu ia;

Foliowmg a 'dl covely in’ 1875_

Smgcou Stcltioneci
~became mterested in'the pr oblem of
Crmalaria,
p'il"lSltEs in" the blood of a’ patxent
This = discovery. was; - however,
desmned t0. g0
eminent men. of medicine disputed
the  discovery cand its.

“This d1scove1y by L;wcm was

- followed by discovery of stains for
the study cof - the paiasiie . by

Rom&nowsky, & Russian scmnnst .
~From ‘then. onwcudc; tne :

11890,
progmss wis lapld

. “Who- ﬁlSt suggesied ’ih&t mos#-
tzcmsmlttmg'-

qustoes might = be
mataria, - we - shail  probably: never
_ know_ Howevel the greatest 1mpetu$
. to - the “malaria-mosquitoe theory’
came from Patric: Manson -in 1894,
“Working  on  the assumption of
“Manson’s theory, Ronald Ross, of
the Tndian Medical Service, started

#
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i'a,tor-\/ WOR e"rs oug

To 1880 he saw: the h\/mCF :

“into - oblivion as

.as_socJ' ation”

-against the mosquito larva. ‘
_included measures like filling; levet-

mg, drdmage of water collections,
killing of larval and pupal stapes by

%i;i'efhis-_hc_u@ in C_a_!_cut_’tar

San mtense se‘uch w:th a fcil]"ltl(:‘il"
. the c¢arriers of mdlaua,'-.
" This work of Ross led: to~the " most.-
- epoch.
: y . cycle- of: maIalia Dalasne i
in Norrh Aﬁ 1c:a X

zeal. for!

‘making - dmovmy of-thelife

host, ©in- 1898
Hycierab’ld )

work | in Caléutia

invertibrate
Secunderabad,
completed - his’

faying the foundations' for malaria _
control work on a scientific footing.

For his work Ross was
the Nobel Prize.

The zoth Century

Following Ross’s discovery from. -

the beginning. of the current cen:
tury started the modern, agé in- the
field of malariology: = Scientific
workers -turned their eyes to .. the

subject of malaria control by atta¢k-
ling .the mosquitoes:

All  earlier
attempts were anti-larval measures
These

appilcdtton of suitable-cils or othel
toxic. m"xtcrmls

Iy was, ho_wcvcr, soon reafised

'.Thel Modern ﬁoncépt

__.-,::.extract : ﬁ.o’m
Vcoulci

asbé_ By

i leduced an
the- N

b tramsiiission”
; Ro_s_s

- soon reatised”

“alteady there,

“control- by such
Since malaria. was essentially a rural
problem it was impracticable and. -
econom;cally not. feasible. to' treat

and: numerous water” cp]lec—
inl_ the villages. |

towards. .conirol
he discovery -1n 1936
. -obtained: “as ~an’
pyxethmm “Hower,..
il adult mos¢uitoes - aud
.-'msectb ‘when. sprayed .as- a
st. - Large ‘scale experiments: wexe_"-
: taken first in South Africa and

: “This. iﬂuIJOu -of
108 Cwast a new.

~infective aftez__ they ]i‘nbibe mfecnon i
Thuman Bl ool meal. - Tn other_~ :
words, if the. hFe spdn of mosqlutoes :

from:a

carrying mals

Lllb, tll\/l\/ \JULIJ\.L
“of ihc disease.
person-to person. Although, it was
mrt!cu;d contzol with
pyrethrum: extract . used s & $pace

4 " spray-was not always - very. effective
awarded prey y o

dicd

sincé . some specics of  mosquitoes
not. rest }_‘I_ﬂi'l‘-,f‘\_ﬂr‘l(‘l the

sheds  which .. were  sprayed,™ the

" knowledge gainéd about the concc pL

of ‘interception of transmission™
hecarmhe the basis on'- which ali
further work was to progress. This
led the scientific workers. to explore
other avenues and.- other remedies -
for malaria control. - The result was
the discovery of synthetic msectln-
cides like DDT. :

Basis.  for CO]}’lb’ltiﬂQ thié'
ancient: scourge of mankmd weré
there already and the arisaments
were- being moved in. Success wag
it was now only a
question of time,

(To be continwed)”
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only aconomlmliy
/ _-_poss:bie in Idrge towns: and - cities,




