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N the vast majority of cases, extra-uterine pregnancy
I results from the nidation of a fertilized ovum in
some portion of the Fallopian tube. Thus such a
nidation into the tube appears to be due to & delay of
8 to 9 days in'the transit of a fertilized ovum to the
uterine cavity. This delay may be due to chronic
salpingitis or to some unknown factor.

Should the ovum expelled from the follicle, become
fertilized and deyelop over a period of 8 to 9 days
without being captured by the fimbriated extremity of
the tube, it seems most likely, according to Studdiford
{1942), that nidation will take place in any tissue re-
gardless of ifs origin with which the blastocyst is in
contact, with the exception of the germinal gpithelium
of the ovary, such tissue must be either visceral or
- parietal peritoneum. Such a pregnancy must have
the following criteria (1) that both tubes and
ovaries are normal with no evidence of recent or old
damage, (2) the absence of utero-peritoneal fistula,
and (3) the presence of a pregnancy related exclusively
to the peritoneal surface.

Some authorities believe that primary abdominal

pregnancies are rare although there are well authenti-
cated reports of such cases in the literature.

Case Note

Mrs. 8. D. aged 32 years, was admitted to the
Gynaecological Dept. of D.M.C. Hospital with the
chief complaint of swelling and - pain in abdomen for
the last 15 months.

Menstrual History

Prior to her present condition, she was menstruat-
ing regularly after her last child birth. She had her
last menstroal period 15 months ago.

Obstetrical History

She was para 2. Both full term normal deliveries.
Her last child was 2 years old.

History of present illness

. Following amenorrhoea, the patient noticed all the
symptoms and signs of pregnancy,  Approximately at
about the period of ninc months from the datc ol her
period, she experienced lahour pains. Curiously enough
this pain subsided completely without the child birth.
After this episode the foetal movements and the size of
abdominal swelling diminished graduaily to some
extent,
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General Conditions

General examination showed a woman in child
bearing period, fairly good health with a moderate
degree of anaemia. Her pulse and blood pressure were
within normal limits. :

Physical Examination

The patient had an abdominal swelling 8" % 6" situ-
ated below the umbilicus. Foetal parts were not felt.
Foetal heart could not be auscultated. Vaginal exami-
nation revealed that the uterus was retroverted and
normal in sjze.

Diagnosis

A provisional diagnosis of lithopaedian resulting
from the death of the foetus of an extra-uterine preg-
naney was made. ‘

X Ray

X-Ray of the abdomen confirmed the diagnosis of g
lithopaedian. Subsequently  hystero-salpingogram
was done which outlined the uterine cavity only parti-
ally. .

Laboratory Findings

The white blood count showed 7,500 with 729,
polymorphonuclear leucocytes. The haemoglobin 629.
Urine examination : normal. _

Laparotomy Findings

On improving the bleod condition of the patient,
the abdomen was opened by sub-umbilical midline
incision, under general anaesthesia. A dead foetus con-
tained in the gestation sac which was aftached to the
visceral peritoneurn of the Pounch of Douglas, was
seenl. It was removed easily. The uterus, both tubes
and ovaries were found to be healthy, without any
evidence of either recent or remote injury. Hence it
was thought to be a case of primary periloncal preg-
nancy. The abdomen was closed and the .patient
returned to the ward, She had an uneventful recovery.

Specinen

A male foetus, weight 4 1bs. 2 ozs. 1l was 16" in
length.  Thus from the period of gestation, the weight
and length, it was considered to be almost a  fuil term

foetus. (Continned on page 18)
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State Branch Annual

Conference

 The Bleventh Annual Conference
was held on December 9 at the
[rwin Hospital, Nurses Hostel.

The President, Miss G.L. Sundri,
presided.

Over 200 members responded to
the rolt calk

‘Miss B.G. Dawson's address of
welcome was largely an appeal for
better development ol esprit de
corps among  all nurses ; the need
for greater understanding and
appieciation of cach others work,
and ~the need for unity of thought
and actior to improve the nursing
service,

Professor Humayun Kabir, Union
Minister for Scientific Research and
Cultural Affairs, inaugurated the
Conference. He emphasised the

need  for  higher level nursing
education.
The  TPresident roviewed | lhe

Branch activities for the year and
the Secretary, . Miss M.P. Masih,
supplied the details. '

The inferim  Treasurer, Mrs.,
Ratra presented the financial state:
ment of 1961 ; and the budget for
1962 foliowing which a lively discus-
sion took place. One new item in
the budget is the ‘Programmé
Development” for which Rs. 1000 is
altotted. Rs. 500 for Education
and Rs. 4,500 for various dofations
are the major items. '

Elections :

Branch Secvelary ¢ Miss Fyder Al
Treasurer . Mrs, Ratra.

Programme Chairmean : Miss L. Kabir

“munity  development.

" Branch Reporter . Kumari Lakshmt

Devi.
.- Delegates were privileged (o have
Col. Barkat Narain, Adviser in
Health-Community  Development
and Co-operation, speak on Com-
munity Development. '

Col. Barkat Narain is a speaker
that quickly convinces his audience
of his own enthusiasm and dedica-
{ion to the promotion of health and

general well-being for the people of
"India. He

helieves  that people
must willingly participate in the
varicus projects for effective com-
He empha-
sised the vital vole of - women in
ensuring the success of the projects
and citéd instances of the village
women’s  understanding  of  the
Government’s aims.

The final item on the programme
was the Inter-hospiial Badminton
Tournament, and Tea, '

® * ®

The Studeat MNurses Associahion
of Delhi held their annual Confer-
ence on December 2, with a good
attendance of members representing

“atl schools of nursing in the City.
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These findings give
how this pregnancy occurred in the location described.
The criteria of primaty abdominal pregnancy have
already been described.
the uferus, both tubes and ovaries were found to be
Even then the pos ibility that the site of the
pregnancy might have resulted from sccondary implan-
tation after early extresion of the ovum from a primary
fintbrial nidation, is admitted ; but there is no history
of any acute abdominal attack which is usually asso-
ciated with the disturbance of extra-uterine’ pregnancy.
Thus this case seems to represent a true primary peri-

Primary Abdominal Pregnancy — (Condinued from.

Since all the symptoms and signs of normal preg-
nancy were present, there was no  occasion for the
patient to suspect any abnormality with her pregnancy
until she had fabour pains ‘without its expected out-

rise fo the quesiion as 1o

in this particular case also

Summary and conclusion

A rare casc of full term primary abdominal preg-
nancy with convincing evidences has been described,
It was proved on the criteria described in the litera-




