FIRE FIGHTING—METHODS & PR@BEJEMS

W spite of our wish to [ollow a
policy of PANCH SHEEL our
couniry was recenlly subjected

to a naked aggression by enemies.

Whether we choose it or not, that

may happen again. We must,
therefore, be prepared for the
worst,

An hostile air attack may in-
clude the use of large numbers of
small incendiary bombs, the object
of which is to cause fires. The
number of fires which might be
started by an air raid, or a series of
air raids, must be a matter of con-
jecture, but obviously
very large. Briefly it may be stated
that one large bomber can carry
between 1,000 and 2,000 small in-
cendiary bombs, which if scattered
over a butli up area, and not dealt
with within two or three minutes
after failing, might start so many
fires that no fire service could be
expected to deal with them all
Moreover the water mainsg
might be damaged or drained dry
for fire fighting elsewhere, with the
result that there might not be
enough water near by for a fire
engine to use; or again roads
might be damaged by high ex-
plosive bombs and so prevent a fire
engine frem reaching the site of
fire.

Steps are being taken to aug-
ment fire services for the purpose
of dealing with the emergency pro-
blem, but it will readily be appre-
ciated that sufficient appliances
might niot he available to deal with
every fire that might be caused by
incendiary bombs ; and as each fire
teft unattended in a building is a
~potential “burn out” of that and
possibly ncighbouring buildings, it
15 obvicusly of vital importance that
as many of the public as possible
should be in a position to deal with
fires in thewr own property, before
they have a chance of spreading so
as to require the assistance of fire
service. This is particularly im-
portant in the case of faclories,
works, hospitals, schools and other
large institutions.

Tt has become necessary fto
muster the energy and the services
of the individual citizens in this
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might be.

regard, Every ward, Mohalla or
colony, should make a concerted
cffort to make the member inhabi-
tants Tully cooscious of the risk of
fire and prepare themselves to meet
the emergency, by organising house
fire parties under the warden service
of the area.

The eguipment for each party
will be one stirrup pump, three
buckets full of water and a few sand
bags. The resident may volun-
tarily select suitable number of men
required for such house fire parties
and confact the warden of the
iocality for receiving elementary
instructions in the principle of ele-
mentary fire fighting.

WHAT TO DO IF FIRE
BREAKS OUT

1. Do your best to put out the
fire yourself, but if you cannot, then
inform the Fire Station immedi-
ately. Be clear and concise, but do
not get excited.

2. Exclude oxygen by keeping
doors and windows shut when
possible. Attack the fires at hLearts
and at close range, but do not go
too near an incendiary bomb.

3. Do what you can to pacify
and reassure people by personal
advice.

4. If vou have to open 2 door
which may have fire on the other
side, and it opens towards you,
place your foot a few inches from
it before turning the handle. The
door may fly open but your foot
will check it. The door will pro-
tect you against smoke and heat.

5. -When you have to go near
the seal of fire, keep low and crawl
il necessary because the smeoke and
fumes are much less dense near the
floor. Kesp wet handkerchief, or
any cloth rownd the mouth to
avoid inhaling smoeke.

6. In case you are trapped on
the upper floor of the building and
your escape route has been cut off,
vou should keep the door shut, tie
the bed sheets or similar materials
together end to end, attaching one
end securely to a heavy piece of

furaiture, throw the other end out
tirrough the window and slide down
slowly. :

HOW TO DEAL WITH AN
INCENDIARY BOMB

You can tackie a small incendi-
ary bomb yourself (better if vou
have some one to help you) if vou
foilow these instructions.

The bomb will burn fiercely for
a minute or so, throwing out burn-

ing sparks, and afterwards Iess
fiercely. It will set fire to anything
inflammable  within = reach. You

should try to deal with it before it
has caused a big fire.

Before you can get close enough
to do anything, you will probably
have to cool down the rocom with
water, preferably with a line of
stirrup pump.  There are two ways
of dealing with the bomb itself’;

{1y It can be controlled by
means of the stirrup hand  pump,
with. a spray of water which,
although does not ecxtinguish the
bomb., makes it burn cut guickly
and helps to prevent the fire from
spreading.  Water must not be used
on a homb in any other way.

(2) Use of
niaterial,

sand or other
After the priming com-

‘position of the bomb has finished

burning, it should be quite easy to
approach close enough to cover it
with sand or other suitable material.
A sand bag 3/4 full with sand or
dry “matti” (earth) will serve this
purpose. Keeping the bag in front
of your eyes, approach the bomb
and drop the bag, covering it from
all sides. The bomb will burn out
tiside  without  causing  severe
damage, und the glare and radiated
heat are reduced (this may not be
possible in  case there is a high
explosive attachment fixed to the
bomb}, :

FIRE FIGHTING HINTS
The principal points in fire fight-
ing are briefly summarised below

in the form of “DO’s and
“DONTs”. '
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