MISS FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
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PEGGY NUTTALL considers Florence Nightingales,

iove for nurses and siaiiséical tabies and the good use

she put this to fn her Model Forms for the hospital.

statistics.

. an advertisement inviting “‘women dCSII’OUS of

bemg trained as Hospltal MNurses™ to ‘apply to Mrs

Wirdoper at St Thomas” Hospital, Florence Nightin-

gale’s thoughts and energies were eisewhere. ,

_ With her friend and ally, Dr William Farr, compi~
“ei of statistics for the Registrar-General, she was busy
_planning the programme for the Iﬁtcmat:ondl Statis-
tical Congress which was to be held in London that
- suminer. Miss Nightingale’s scheme for model hospi-
. tal statistics was to -be the principal theme for dig

printed, an explanatory” memorandum had been pre-

: Congress
" Despite -
Florence N:ghtmgale from chlldhood
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h'td been
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mes 'of arrival and: departure. 5,
h'f:"C_nmea she had been 3,

ppalled by the statistical

thie number of deaths was: not: caccurdtely récorded;-
At Scutari”, she wrots;

entered who was not buried, although it-is quite “possi-
¢ that. some were' buﬂed who '~ wére not emeied_

i’
who had never appeared on it. Third, the réeturn never

_1ﬁ'erent account of deaths from mther

L On her retum to’ Englanci her exammaﬁon Of hos"
‘pital statistical returns:showed. her a complete absence

‘and each -hospital' followed its own classifieation of
diséase and nomenclature... Hér remarkably Lextensive
Lknowledge of the hospitals « of _Euiope— " ‘I'have visited

ospitals in Berlin and many:others in’Geérmany, at
‘Rote, Aloxandria, Constatinople Brussels; also

nd, 2 suspicion that design. might’ have ‘@ direct effect
ortality aid morbidity rateg, The ﬁn,t duty of &

‘N the day in June, 1860 thn The Times cartied

» bility of her ideas Already her evidence in Notes on -
. Matters Affecting the Health Efficiency and Hospital

cussion. Her Model Forms had ‘been drawn up’ and, :
standard list of classes and . diseases. Their general .

pared.and were belng sent. to every membm of the

‘the ciass:cal nqture of her educatmn.

famllys travels in - Europe “she had kept  detailed |
actounts of sack day Jjotirneys, the miles covered and
Thmughm.'r her “time *

shess which prevalled in military hospitals, Even -

: “*“threg separate fégistérs wers |
Kepti First the adjiitant’s daily head-roll of soildiers’
burials—on which it may be presumed that no one Was.

; ful” planpning | ensured that' her, Model Forms “.were -
conid, the medical officers’. retums, in'regard to Which
is'quite certain that hundreds’ of men were. buried .

‘appeared on it. Fourth, the return made in.the orderly
foom; which is only. remarka‘ble as ‘giving 'a’ totally
of the»

of scientific co~ordination. There was no - oyerall plan-

the. hospitals irt London, ‘Dublin and - Edmburgh as- ‘
(a5 many county hosprtais all t‘nehospxta]s in Parig, .21l the. metropolitan. hospitals: should. adgpt:a single” -
~uniform syster of registration of patlents and publish’
_ their statistics annuaiiy R N
ar hospitals.of the French. and’ Sard:mans"mhqd o

n her .an f[b;dmg passion for . hosmtal plans’

- new cdxtlom af hcr Notcs on., Hospatals The re‘surns

hospital is that it shall do the patient no harm”, she
wrote, having besn made on]y too well -waarc of
nosocomial infections while jn the Crimea. Bui she
knew that she had to prove her point and that, -above
all, she needed facts— and figures.

Natural Allfes ‘

© It was inevitable that'she and William Farr came
together and each saw in the othel a natural ally. His
access, as complier of statistics for the regisirar general,
to what material there was and his training as a doctor
of medicine, showed him at once the immense possi-

Administration of the British Army ranto a thousand
closely printed. pages of 1ables and statistics, Dr Farr’s
interest lay beyond that of the British army; he was
concerned with the whole population. Miss nghtmoale-
set 10 work oun her Model Forms togsther with a

adoption would ‘enablz us- to ascertain the relative:

-mortghty in different hospltals, as well as of different -

injuries and diseases and the same and of different ages,

- the relative frequency of different i mjurics and diseases

and by classes which enter hospitals !Tl (hﬁ'erenf coun- i
tries. *md in different districts of the same countnps.

. T,u.v Cuugrass Of the summier G . 1860 Waa a’ ;ﬂa“_ :
success: -Miss Nightmgale worked and planped most - o
‘carefully. She gave a series of breakfast parties forall.” -
‘the dg[eg'&tes She Wwrote innumerable rotes for the
staif : “Take care-that the: . breakfast/-cream’ ~is ot -
turned” “Puit Dr X’s .big book ‘where be can see it
when heis drinking Tis tea”. /She' became. extremely o
irritated dt what sbe saw of official  organisation  of the =
.Congress, She found it 1neﬁ"tc;em However, her cares.

‘thoroughly.examined: and approved “Asia- resolt the -

‘whole- Congrcss passed 4 resolution *that hexr Moctei.

Forms be conveyed to all governments représented. -~ .-
Flushed with thlls suecess, and doubtless windful -

of her own words ‘reports’ are -mot. Self-execunve

-Miss. Nightingale immediately set” to work. She ha.ci ;

: printed large quantities of her Model Forms and® dis<
tributed them around the country. - She; managed to

get several - articles published. in- the French medical -~
journals and sent them many forms on request.” The
London Hospital adopted her forms. Guy’s printed.
a - stdtistical analysis of patients -from 1854-1360,

St Thomas” from {857 to 1860 and Barts for 1860, Daic- B
‘gates from the London hospitals: met and- agreed ‘that:

Her next move was to draw atten‘tlon to her Mode! o
Forms in a’ paper read'at the social sciénee congress in
‘Dublin in 1861 and to have:the forms mcorporated in:
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" .curious -

from the hospitals which had adopted her scheme were
published in the Journal of the Statistical Society of
September, .862. Caught up in all this activity it is not
surprising that she had little time for the affairs of the
pewly founded Nightingale School, for, by now, her
attention was turned to the possibilities of an extension

of the scope of the census of 1861. .
There were two directions in which she wanted to
extend the scope of the census questions. One was to
enumcrate the numbers: of sick and infirm on the
census day—as was already done in Ireland. The second
was to include full information on the social and sani-
. tary conditions of people by including questions about
. housing. The Irish had already done this.

Mis$ Nightingale pulled every string she had Dr.
. Farr needed no persuasion, he” was at her feet. She
- importuned everyone she “knew,
‘Lord Shaftcsbury and Lord Grey But it was all in
vain. Her proposals were. out-voted in both Houses.
The census forms were to remain as they had been.

Not to be completely beaten she turned her atten-
" tion to the coloniesand the dependencies - The Seeretary

for the Colonies gave her full permission to include her
. quesnon This resulted im the collection of some very:
: information. -But the Secretary. for India’s.
: agreement and acceptance, set her on her life’s work,

with India, a country she never. visited but .on - WhICh ~

| she.bacame an acknowledged authority. .

E Flgures, Figures All Along’

L Thmughout her long life F lorence nghtlngale used
= 'ﬁgures. She collectcd them, shc sifted . them and above

aIl she analyscd them. She knew that wnthout hard
facts she could achieve nothing. Even w1th her - statisti~
cal tables she sometimes had to note ‘L lost’ in the

margin. Without her’ figures and tables she knew she
had no chance.

The imagination baulks at the thought of Miss
Nightingale with 2 computer, .and a couple of word
processors. But surely those of us who call ourselves
spiritual heirs would immediately -attack the curious’
figures that are required even today by the DHSS,
aggregating together Deaths and stcharges

Bxbhography

97]3?diy’M Nursing and Social. Change. London : Hememann,

Cook, B.T. The L:fe af Florence Nrgimnga!e London Mac—-

“millan. 1913.
‘the Home' Secretary, -,

Nightingale, F. Notes on. Ho;prta!.s lLondon : Longman,1859

Nightingale, F. Proceedings of the Imernanonal Statistical -
Congress. Hants : Eyrc and Spotilswoode 1861.

Nightingale. F. - Hospital ' Statistics and Hosp:ral Plans,

. London: John W. Parker, Son, and Bourme, 1862.

Nightingate, F. Report of the Royal - Commission on the Sani-
tary State of the Army in Ina’m Hams
1863.

‘Nightingate, F. Proposal for Improved Sz‘anmrs of Surgacal
Ope:anons Southall and BEdwards, 1863. .

Nightingale, F. Sanitary Sratistics’ of Native Colamal Schaols -
and Hospitals. ‘Hants : Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1863, .

Nightingale, F. Report-of the Commitiee on C‘ub:cSpace of
Metropol!tah Workhouse. Tn . Bluebook, 1867. Spot flsWoode 1867.

. Seymer, L.R. Selected _Writings of Fiorence Naghtmgale New -

. ‘York Mzcmillan, 1954.

Strachey,Emmem Vzctor:ans London Chatto ond Wlndus,

918. '7\

Thompson J ‘3., Golden. G “The Hasp:rai :A-social tmd
Arck:recmral Hrstory Ya[e Yale Um\'ersxty chss, 1975- :

Andrews GanJ

‘ before the admlssions arc dcc:dcd L '_‘“\-’;-

L Ad:mssmn requlrements T
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Rajkuman Amrit Kaur College of Nursmg

ADMISSION NOTICE S
B Sc (Hons) Nursing Course B B

Apphcatxons are mv:tcd for B. Sc.\( Hons) Nursmg Course (4 ycars) commencmg from 17th JuIy, L
934, Prcscnbed application forms can'be obtained from:the Pi'mclpal free of cost. . -
Cof submlssmn of apphcatlon is 25th June 1984, "In case result -is “awaited apphcatxon must. - L

,_';reach by 25¢th. Junc, 1984 and theu' cases will bc conmdeged on]y 1!' thc mark—-shcets are subnutted". o

- Senior SchooI Cemﬁcate Exammatlon (12. years course) or Indian School Cert:ﬂcate Exami-
"pation (12 Years course) or. any other examination recogmsed as cqmvalcnt thereto with - 50% or.
: ;:morc mark,s i the aggrcgate of 4 éubjects mcludlng English Core!Elect:ve, Phys:cs, Chemlstry
-' and onlogy pmwded the student has passed m each’ subject separately

: bc made stnctly in ordcr of mcrlt Only selected candldates waI be mtlmated by Reg1stéréd ost
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