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introduction

The content-analysis of The Nursing Journal of
India for 1961-1970 was undertaken by the senior
investigator and Prema Sampson and was pub-
lished in the June, 1973 issue of the Journal. The
Secretary of TNAI invited the investigators to un-
dertake the content-analysis of the Journal for the
1971-1980 decade on similar lines. The present
investigators offered their services io undertake
this assignment.

The explicit purpose of the assignment is not
only to highlight the type of material published
in the Journal during the decade under review,
but also to compare the material, both quantita-
«tively and qualitatively, published in the two de-

cades, 19611970 and 1971-1980. -

Methodology and Analysis:

All the issues of the Journal published during
the period of the last decade (1971-1980), were
collected by the investigators which proved a
Herculean task, and an irritating cause of unde-
sirable delay. Each issue of the Journal was
scanned and scrutinised by the two investigators,
independent of each other. A preliminary survey
of the contents was undertaken and 16 categories
were selected for the purpose of content-analysis.
The 13 categories under which the content-ana-
fysis of the 1961-1970 decade was conducted,
were still found to be relevant and valid and re-
quired very minor and insignificant changes.
Hence these categories with minor adjustments
were retained in the present investigation as well.
The content-analysis categories used in 1961-1970
- investigation and the present investigation, have
Deen presented in Table 4, for a comparative
reference.

As a first step, all the journals were arranged
month-wise and year-wise. Table Il shows actual
paging of the Journals for each month as it ap-
peared in the journals, the total number of pages
published during the year and during the decade
(given in bold type).
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Table |

Showing Content-Analysis Categories used for
The 1961-76 Investigation and 1971-80, Investigation

Sr. 1961-70 -
No. 1971-80
1. Advertisements Advertfgemﬂnts . T

Nursing articles b);r_Nuréin s}
persoennei

2, Nursing articies by
Nursing personnel

Nursing artic!;esﬁbﬁroir;_
Nursing personnel

3. Nursing articles by
Non-Nursing personnel

4, Wanted

5. Non-Nursing articles_!_}i
Nursing personnel =7

Wanted : Adh‘niééion notices
Non~Nur_sing articles by B
Nursing personnel

Non-Nursing aricles by
non-Nursing personnel

6. Non-Nursing articles by
Non-Nursing personne!

7. With courtesy With courtesy : Donations

8. News : Editoriais; Your
Questions

News : Editorial; Branch
afiairs

Raports : Conferences; -
Workshops

9.  Reports: Conferences%

10. MHindi section

11, Around the world;
dokes

Hindi section

Around the world: Nursing
world

12, Cress-words Cross-words: Your guestions

13, Miscellanaous_ Students Forum: Open forum

14. Books ) -
Readers' views: Letters to

15, the editor

16. Miscellaneous

it was decided to include in the analysis the
content upto one fourth of a page, as was done
in the earlier investigation. Whenever the con-
tent could not be included in the clear-cut cate-
gories, it was included under ‘‘Miscellaneous”

category.

Each issue of the journal was scrutinised and
analysed in terms of the 16 categories, by the two
investigators, indepéndent of each other. When-
ever there was a difference of judgement, a con-

129




Table {§
Showing aciua’i.paging af the Journal for cach moenth as it appeared in the Jdournal, the total number of pages

printed each montih (given in Lrackets), and the total number of pages printed during the year ard diuring the
decade (given in botd type) '

Year
Muonth e e NI e ,
1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 . 1977 1978 1979 1980
Jan. 32 a6 36 82 24 24 36+ 24 24 o8
{(32) (36) (38) (82) (24} (24y  (88) {24} (24} {28}
Feb. 64 68 688 64 48 52 68 48 52 60
(32) {32) {32) (32) (24) (@8 82 (24) (28) (32)
March 100 108 104 96 72 76 a2 72 g0 88
{36) (40) (38) (32) (2d) {24) (24) {24) (e8) (28)
Aprit 135 144 148 128 96 00 120 96 108 16
AU 1 T .50} (44) (32) (24 (24) (28) (24) (26) (98)
May 168 Sge U isn T 4B HR0 e A2 LR 10 40 140
(52} {36} {32} {(32) (24} (24) (22) (24) &) R 2
June 208 216 220 180 144 152 686 144 168 172
{40) (363 (40) (20) (24) (28) (24) (24 (28) {32)
Juiy 240 252 256 204 198 40 180 168 196 204 ‘
(32) (38} (36) (24) {24) (28} (24) {24) (28) (32) f
Aug. 280 288 299 294 192 208 214 192 004 232
(40) {38) (36) (20} (24) (28) (24) (24) (28) (28)
Sept. 316 328 324 256 220 232 238 21 252 256
(36) . (40) (32) (32) {28) (24) (24) {24) (28) (24}
Qct. 348 RGTS 564 288 244 256 962 242 230 284
{32} (86) (40) - {32) (24) {24) (24) (26) (28) {€8)
Nov. G 384 366 . 396 308 264 980 286 264 308 312
' {36} {382) (32} (20) {20) (24) (24) (22} {28} (28)
Dee. 420 436 432 334 284 304 310 292 348 340
{38) {40) (36) (26) (20 (24) (24) (28) (40} {28)
Total 420 436 432 334 284 304 310* 202 348 340-=3500-1-4*

*Alphabetically aumbered pages A, B, C, and 0.

sensus was atrived at. 120 tables were prepared content-analysis, at yearly level and during the
for month-wise content-analysis and a composite decade.

taple was prepared for each year of the 1971- A bare fock at Table M will establish that
1080 decade. Table Wi shows she total number the total number of pages printed during the ten

[=R W

of pages printed for the 16 categories of the vears period, is 3504, ranging every year petween

Table i1

Showing the total number of pages printed for the 18 categories of the content-analysis at vearly level and
during the decade

Year/

content 1 2 3 4 5 [ 7 8. 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 18 Total
category
_MM_HMMM e e
1671 74.5 66 47.5 17 G 11 25 50,5 32.5 3 285 175 1 [ 11 48.5 420
1972 771  64.5 36 o0 5.8 185 0.5 655 383 55 30 1.5 7 6 10 45 436
1973 §8.5 8RS 43 17 3 16 1 65 44 4 26 4 8.5 35 135 30.5 432 '
1674 41 63.5 485 125 1 11 3.5 40 165 1 28 8 13 2 8.5 38 334
1975 a4 415 345 16.5 5 185 1.5 375 31 B85 175 - 4 2 7.5 34.5 284
1978 38,5 12 5 24 o 7 0.5 55 28 2 155 — 8 4 2.5 30 G4
1977 295 T1.B 55 9235 11 165 2 42 27 4.5 15— 255 5 12 23.5 310+4
1978 31,8 40 17 24 —_ 2.5 23 605 2 13 — 21 — 12,5 39 292
1979 21.b 72 3.5 03 23.5 39.5 2 605 415 4. 13,58 3 4 1.5 10 25 348
1980 316 g1 135 27.5 20.5 17 3.5 69.5 19 0.5 185 — — 1 12.5 16.5 340
3 i06  330.5 3500 +-4

Totai 441.5 6705 054 205 81.5 150 195 596.5 3385 35 2005 42 g0
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£84 1o 340 pages. The average pages of a mon-
thly issue thus come to approximately 29.2 pages.
Table IV shows the range of pages in the mon-
thly issu€s of the journal during .each year of
the decade. ‘

e

Table IV

Showing range of pages in each year of the;’ij‘écade
and the fluctuation in the number of pages in ,‘;;various
issues in the year

Year Range Fluctuation in
pages
1971 32-40 ]
1972 32-40
1973 32-44 12
1974 20-32 12
1875 20-28
1976 24-28 4
1977 22-36 14
1978 22-28 6
1979 24-40 16
1980

24-32 8

During the decade, there has been a journal
of 20 pages as well as well as a journal of 44
pages. Table IV also shows the extent of fluctu-
ation in pages in each year. Table V gives a de-
tailed analysis of the fluctuation in the page-wise
issues of the journal printed during the ten years.

No cogent and meaningful explanation can be
offered for this fluctuation in the brinted pages
of the different issues. However, this fact defini-
tely points to the need o follow and maintain some
uniornr standard of pages per issue of the jour-
nal.

Table VI gives a comparative picture of pages
printed, both annually and during the two de-
cades, 1961-70 and 1971-80.

There is a difference of 342 pages between the
two decades. The decade under investigation

Table VI

Showing comparative year-wise printed pages of the Journal
for the. decades of 1961-1 970 -and 1971-1980

Years 1861-1970 1971-1980

1. 358 420
2. 400 436
3, 338 432
4, 368 334
5. 364 284
G, 380 304

7. 344 310-+4
8. 420 292
9. 456 348
10. 420 340
TOTAL 3846 3504

Diffarence—342

Table VII

Showing pages covered by the 16 categories in a hypothe-
tical journal of 29 pages.

Pages

=z
o

Category

1. Advertisements 3.68

2, Nursing articles by nursing personnel 5.59

3. Nursing articles by non-nursing personnel 2.10

4. Wanted; Admission notices 1.70

5. Nore-nursing articles by nursing persennel 0.70

6. Non-nursing articies by non-nursing personnel  1.25

7. With courtesy : Donations G.18

8. News; Editorial; Branch affairs 4.24

9. Reperts; Workshops; Conferences 2.80

10. Hindi_section 0.30
1.7 7 Around®thé worlg; Nursing world 1.66
12. Crosswords; Your quastions 0.35
13. Students -forum; Open forum 0.75
14, Books 0.25
15. Readers views: Letters 1o the editor 0.90
16. Misceilansous 2.80
TOTAL 29.20

occupied almost 9 per cent less printed space
than the previous decade. This indicates that
the journal has been deteriorating as regards the
printed space. This negative irend must be
checked.

The content analysis was conducted under 16

Table Vv

Shewing pages-wise issues of the Journal printed during the decade

Years
Pages ——
Tt : 72 13 74 15 76 77 78 78 80 Total o

e
a0 3 2 5
22 k] 1 u
04 1 .9 8 8 g 1 2 38 31.66
26 k] 1 o
og 1 4 1 i g 7 23 19,17
ap 5 2 4 7 1 3 . o 19.17 -
35 5 7 5 1 18 15.00
40 2 3 2 1 8
44 ) 1 1
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categories as shown in Table §. The
printed space occupied by the 16 categories in
nypothetical journal of 29.2 pages, is given i
Tabie Vil ‘ :
The maximum printed space occupied hy the
£1

ranieordear:

1asdan e
NV ELTE

tive categorigs, is in g (Clowing
Pages

1. Nursing articles by Nursing

personhel 5.59
2. News; Editorial; Branch affairs 4.24
3. Advertisemenis 3.68
4. Reports; Workshops; Conferences 2.80
5. Nursing articles by non-Nursing

persennel 210

There.is.a sighificant shift in this regard from

the content-analysis of the 1061-1970 decade. At

that time, the five caiegories which occupied the
maximum printed space, had the following ramnk-
arder.

Pages

1. Advertisements 7
2. iNews; Editorials, Your guestions 575
3, Nursing articles by MNursing

nergonnel 4.50
4. Reports;, Conferences 3,75
5, Non-Nursing articles by

non-hursing personnel 2.75

This shift is both desirable and encouraging
because the Journal has reflected the activities
and the aspirations of the Nursing profession in
a belter manner.

This shift in the content material acguires more
significance, because the maximum printed
space occupied Dy the five categories is out of
29.2 pages, whereas in
analysis, the maximum printed space occupied
by the five categories was out of 32 pages.
Table Vil gives a comparafive picture of the prin-
ted space -occupied by the thirteen common
categories  of gontent-analysis the two de-
cades, 1961-1970 and 1971-1980.

The present investigation reveals that approxi-
mately one-fourth printed space of the Journal
during the decade has been occupied by mate-
rial of both academic and professional nature.
The rest of the contents are of ‘informaticr
nature. However, some very good articles on
research methodology and some reports of nice-
ly controlled scientific studies have alsg deco-
rated the pages of the journal. There is lot of
room for improvement in this area. The informa-
tion-cum-news can pe communicated to the TNA!
members  through some  TNA! Newslefier
every month and a Journal containing only aca-
demic-research-scientific reports can be publish-
ed on a quarterly basis. The aclivities of the
professional ody should be separated from the

T
i
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the 1961-1970 content-}

3

Table Viil

Showing comparative printed pages of the 43
comman categorias of content-analysis for the
decades of 1851-1870 ang 1971-1988 ' )

Category 1961-1970 1971-1980
i Adyertisemeants 7.00 3.68
2. Nursing articies by
Nursing personnel 4.50 5.58
3. MNursing articies by non-
Nursing personnel 06.75 2.10
4. Wanted; Admission noiices 1.75 1.79
%, MNon-nursing asticles by
Nursing personnel 0.25 0.70
6. Mon-nursing articles by )
non-Nursing persennel | 275 1.25
With courtesy ; Denations 075 ' 016
plews Editorial @ Branch
affairs 5.75 4.24
9. Reports @ Workshop;
{onferences 3.75 2.80
10, Hindi section 1.00 0,30
i4. Asocund the worid ; Nursing
world 0.28 1,68
12, Cross werds @ Your quastion Mealigibie 0.38
13 Mlscellaneous 3.50 2.80
Total 32,00 27.53
research-cum-educational experiments  ferment-

ing the nursing profession today in the country.
The demands of the university-based  Nursing
Education and the aspirations of the highly intel
ligent new entrants o the ~MNursing profession
can be satisfied by providing a forum of publi-
cation as already envisaged. The impetus to
nursing research and its communication is the
demand of the day. The Journal can easily meet
these new exegencies, new demands and new
aspirations.

Many suggestions made in the 1961-1970 con-
tent-analysis, have not been implemented. Tha
wo most urgent recommendations needing im-
mediate attention are {a) setting up of an Edi-
torial Board, to help the Editor, and (b) supply of
reptints to the contributors whose articles are
published in the journal.

There is no dearth of academic/research ma-
terial for ipublication in the Journal, because of
the big impetus, new ferment and wide prolifera-
tion in the field of Nursing Education. The Jour-
nal can definitely acquire a stature of profession-
al publication of international standards if it be-
comes the mouthpiece of the new and virile
generation of nurses. The investigators wish
gloricus success in this regard fo all the produc-
five and progressive members of the Nursing
fraternity.
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