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Are our Nurses tralned to meet the modern challenges in
Nursmg ? How can we improve Nursing Education ?

Educatlon is to help _an 1nd1v1-4

dual to develop knowledge, skill or
and power to m'a'ke_ a.
- Hvinge -
best qualities, “virtues ‘and potenti-
‘alities. to’ grow to ‘the best in his
physical, intellectual, ,socral and
“spiritual powers.

What aré the aims of those who ’

are choosing nursmg trarnmg—-_Is it
© the “job. availablhty r ‘‘no-~—other-
way-what-to-do”’ motrve 2 - What
are the -aims of Nurse-Educators ?
Is it mere a job or more than “that ?,
Only  our -individual ~ conscience
~could tell. Nevertheless, we admit
that we “are trained to‘ meet -
_ modern ~challenges and  that we.
shall’ do _better, provided we cope’
up with the- modern dynamic deve-
lopments in science & technology
The primary. need to 1mprove
the present -day system of ‘nursing
education 1s a true sense of vocation.

Nursing .is more -a- vocation thana -
“Further the followmg"

profession.
steps could be taken.

Establish nndependently depen- :
dent schools where. the- nursing-

schools are mdependent in. their
co-ordination and dependent on the
co-operation .of in.patient institu-
tions.  This would help plan the

requlred clinical - experience accord-

ing to the ‘level of knowledge and
understanding of . the
avoid” premature
and duties. . Good" co-operation
between  the educatlon and service
- will result in - successful functioning
© to fulfill the obJectlves of education.
through service and - service through
educatlon wheré education (theory)
. is as important as experrence (prac-
tical) and vice versa.
Introdtice  ‘pay-the-cost-get-
. the-benefit’ type .of education in.
nursing for, we honour the things
for which we pay the cost.  This
helps the students to  be more seri-
ous and attentive in their training.
Merit scholarships shall encourage
better education and edunation loan
funds shall help the poor students.
Enhance the entrance qualifi=
cations to that of Pre- Un1vers1ty'

Essays : Nursmg Educatlon '

the :

student “to
responsibilities

Certxﬁcate to give better foundatlon .

.of... sciences . .to. . strengthen . the
student’s understandmg ‘of -scientific
-prinéiples--in-—-nursing-—and--
English to promote better communi-
cation and understanding. ’
Sustam the medium of 1nstru—
ction in English in order to make
the -best use of the quantity and
variety of the literature available on
nufrsing,

English.” It.may-take a -very long

“timie to get enou»gh_'books in regional

laniguages. - Moreover, - - English

~would help the. student ‘to upgrade

her qualifications in - " advanced

countries.” It ' would be better, per-
~haps--a ~ MUST, . if ~vocational
guidance ~is- given to - students

during their final
School - education - ‘to- *-select- the
vocation  of their abrhtres apmude
and mtelhgence

-+ Reduce. the number of students
in a batch, say.ten to -fifteen-at - a
time,.to gain the. advantage of indi-
v1dua1 supervision:and attentlon for
better learning. - :

‘Allround development
student  nurses—physical, intellec-
tual, socral recreational “and :spiri-
tual-shou1d be given. more impor-
tance for, they need to take care of
the patient as an 1nd1v1dual with a
‘whole’ personahty '

‘Provision' for better hbrarles
with, variety of journals,  periodicals,

textbooks, and teaching aidsare to be -

improved in our-schools of nursmg
" Educational tours {o various
institutions: will brrghten the know-
ledge of the student.

_-Additional _clinical teachings
from time to time by clinical instru-

ctors, “physicians etc. . shall supple-
ment and support -the classroom
Iearning. -

Study day- system of educa-
tion would- be followed for con-
tinnous correlated learning and
patient caré. The nurse-trainees
should be free from non-nursing

‘duties and running errands so that -

more attention is given . to their
constant learning to help the patient

for his speedy recovery.

7

retaln -

~on the living human’
most of - which" dre in~

year - of . High

of -

“education to

Introduce pre-nursmg courses
_in the first year of College educa- -
tion- to. give -better foundatlon to-
-build on-the regular- ceurse—»»

i .._,1._.;_

v Replace the present system of_
examinations (written & practical) -
by subject wise question . papérs
and ‘not. on the dumb-dummy. but-
system .of
practical ‘examinations, Further,
these  examinations “should only be
conducted by. quahﬁed nursing per: -
sondel who. are able = to evaluate
‘what is expecied” from a student. -
To - improve the education -of the -
trainees," it is highly: essential th
- those who" tram/educate them shou
. possess ~ better -qualifications -
therefore, nursing tutors: should ‘be
given opportumtles to  raise thelr“
qualifications. “Tutors “with: speci
preparation/qualification will ‘e
tainly - be - an- asset to the schoo
This applies’ especrally to “teaching
of Psychology “and. - Psychiatr
Nursing which is' considered to be
one of the ‘most urgent and impo
_tant needs in our training schools..

Perhaps it would: be better to
channclise all the ‘brain-drain’ of
nurses to other countries either for
employment or studies ‘through
TNAI . This. wo
TNAI to keep a'watch on:the brais
drain and suggest: effective- steps to:
check the exodus of nurses. When-
necessary.

No change can be 1mplemented
overnight. How much more should’
it take to rebuild our system of
educate the hunan
brains. 1~ Ever since nursing educas
tion started, there have been chan-
ges to meet the ever changmg needs’
of our dynamic society. - Therefore, --
let us accept’ this challenge, dedicate
to”our vocation, define the plans
and delegate to the task before us, -

Mr. G. Thomas Kanthiah |
C.M. Hospital, Ongole
(Contd. on page 16)

(Mr Kanthiah gets the First Prlze a S
Cardlgan donated by -M/s: Jamlco Sons)
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_Tespect  for-
labour
sympathy, willingness -to help in.
different - srtuatrons “desire to learn
for others, and: &

‘m

miist seek the

Nursing:

‘there exists an mf‘rnd.v e g
weenwhat is taught and what is
ed.” A survey of the nursing
would show that . the nurses
ecoming merely adept in aid-
he doctor and nursing educa-
re” examination: oriented:
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1ng the hours of ciass-
ing has done very little
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to spmtuahze her work to preserve
“the: ‘Humane’  aspect of nursing
undiluted 7in - the face of modern
echnology in medicine.
o “sAre our nurses trainéd to meet
“the ‘demands of the day.?”” The
. present system of nursing education
-:1sa century old. It is doubtful how
““many of the students get an nder-
"stand'ng of how a study of anato~

to push “the students

in practice what is learnt, the hours

spent on teaching the importance of
sterilization proves a vain effort.

The philosophy of any educa-
~tion-lays emphasis on the student,

the phrlosophy of nursing stresses
on-the patrent Nursmg education
should therefore take ©boih the
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patient and the student into con-
sideration. - The ward should be the

doing.

The-emphasis should be - shxfted

from teaching to- learning,  ‘the
teacher playing the "major iole by
directing, guiding and- developing
the power of independent. thinking.
Provision should be made  for the

-student:to ‘discover experiment and -
create values for herself.. '

Thp msthad of teachine Shgix
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satisfy two vital obhgatxons 1)

‘shoul ing the student face 't
face with the nvmg object, - the

patient’ and (2) it should develop
the power of independent - thinking.

The" ‘concept of ‘Nursing today is

not._working for the patient; but

: workmg with the patient.

‘Bxamination is a bug-bear to
educatron——rt merely tests the

~memory power of the student and

should be replaced by one of realis-

~tic evaruauon Hl the llgﬂt of aay

to-day development.  The selection
programme should evolve a screen-
ing - procedure - whereby the voca:

tional aptitude- of the student is_
.tested. The pre-entrance require-

meénts. should be raised to the level
of the requirement for graduates.

" Nurses and students should pay for
_their “education.  If
treated as students and not taxed
~with the work load of the hospital
thén perhaps nursing education can’

students are

be improved to meet the modern
challenges.

M. j Jesudoss
Govt. K. -G. Hospital,
Madras

cators -and “hospital admmrstrators
to:achieve excellence in nursing edu-
cation and administration.
Mrs.R.-Vijayakumari, Kurnool
-Qur ‘Aursing.-

structive " use, they ‘don’t: feel the

‘trators and supervisors in- nursing.

'cure for educatrona]
,,tempted to.
~ has to set:

~us is mtelh »

.contrlbute
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and to be creative in. nursing. A
system . is urgently needed ~ which

nrﬁe to communicaie to lmprnvn

place for teaching and learning by “shall encourage initiative and origi-

nality. Thrs ‘Tequires.a new outlook-
et .

Miss M. Sigamoni, Cuddalore

Make some research studies on

the effectiveness of certain methods
of teachmg and other :
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- Like everyone e s

do. not:

Mrs. Aney ‘Moh
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All NUIses. shotld . be grven an

examination” “every. five: years to
renew . their registration, - Nurses
think they have finished their educa-
tien and cannot study any more and
are blind to the modern medicines.
Miss K. Abraham, Hyderabad
We spend . about 150 hours for
teaching - “Nursing Arts”’" “in’ the
class room which' can. be taught
eﬂ'ectrvely as well as practically in
the ward itself. -Every nurse be sent
for a short-term refresher course on
modern nursing = methods..... The
young bloed “must be introduced as
office-bedrers in - the TNAI ‘so that
the «association will ‘be more active

in order to attract voune people
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Mr SS Edward, Pona’zoheny

, students—-are--not-
able to put their knowledge to con-




