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The first month of the new. year, January, takes its name from J'(mus a god of Greek mythology, He
was the god of beginnings, and when babies were born or new projects begun, his blessing was specially desived.
This god is featured on ancient coins, and it is interesting to sec that. he has two faces, ong iooks 'meaa to the

: futme and the other looks backwards to the past. ;

As we begin a new year, let us take nomcc ot the hint that the (uecks can give us—that every new
DE:"-HTITHIIE hears some reference io the Dasi. New Uﬁﬁim‘:iﬁﬁs arc nice. When YOu move 10 a new house or
stant on a new }ob there is somethmg of an adventure aboui it. Often we approach sueh new phascs with some
fear; we do not know how we are going to cope and sometimes we are scared of all that might happen. Bui
gvery pew opportunity, even though it involves something we may fear, brings with it a new challenge—to make

an sffort and to overcome. So let us pray a prayer for-the future:

“Almighty God, to whom the future is known, and with whom the future is not to be feared,
prepare for my feet 2 way, and grani me a deep sense of yom companionship, so that even
though you are Creator and I am only one of your creatuves, I shall iravel the road ahead as a
child who takes a father’s hand”,

But before we start out on the 1976 path, let us look back at °75 and learn from the past, What are the

ﬁh;ngs that have given us most satisfaction ?—The frait of hard work, the result of endeavour, the fneﬂdshlf\

“and- kindness of pcople ? Is it not so, that the things which have pIeased us most have been associated with
diligence and hard work and also withk people. And there have been failures, too. Times of indiscipling, lack of

self-control : hurtful words. and resentments. Have there been sorrows?-—and have we accepted these in ways

that have made us finer people? - There should be a prayer regarding the past, too:

“O God, my Father, the first thing I want to say about the past is to ask forgiveness for all
that you | have seen to be wrong in me, in my attitudes, my service and my aim in life. For-
give me for selfishness in its many forms; for opportunities neglected and for giving little atten-
tion fo spiritual matters. I would also thank you for many blessings, for provision even when
1 have been 11[1de1€ of my own need, for evidence of your faithfuiness, even When { have been
unfaithful to you’ ;

Vel, in one sense, there is no ‘yesterday’ and ‘tomorrow never comes’, for the peint of tiume that always
matters is “Today”. It is where we stand now that demands our full attention. It is the world of “Teday® and
got of “Tomorrow’ in which we have to live, to exercise our wills, to make our decisions and to apply our
stlength Aad although we would often wait and let the present day slip aimlessly away, it is today that we
must live. We are not like a lot of corks bobbing about aimlessly upon the ocean, but we are people in com-
" mumnication with God and are made to know His guiding and sustaining power.

“Fternal Spirit, embrace and guide us.

Give us counsel in our decisions and inclinations.
Keep us from evil and help us to love goodness.
Calmly control us in times of fear and anxiety.

And insofar as we are blessed with many good things,
Help us to value each gift, and use it wisely and well,
For Your sake, not merely for our own™.
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