POSERS ON
LEGISLATION

I AM presenting a paper on the much debated subject
as the health care system in.the country is - under-
-going vast changes in its approach and 1m_p]ementatlpn;

~ Nursing today is_standing on the crossroads not
knowing m which' direction - to move.
an attempt to give the
Legislation in our count

ry and what will be expected
of ihis legislation with the

expanded role of a nurse,
. .Pur;bmser ofLegisiatim;--- '

“The purpose of. professional licensure is, on the
one hand, to secure to society ‘the benefits which ¢oine
from the services of a highly " skilled group and, on
the other hand, to protect society from.those_ who- are
_mot highly skilled, - yet profess to be, or from those
-~ who, being highly skilled, are nevertheless, so unpringi-

pled as to misuse their superior knowledge to. the
disddvantage of the people”.? _ ‘ :

. “Regulation of a profession or a vocation.must
- primarily protect the public - heaith, safety, walfare

or morals by prohibiting practice 'in a field in which
. Incompetent practice would create a threat to - the
_public, and it must tend to ensure competency . by
requiring - persons who- engage in those proféssions to
~ - qualify themselves under standards established by the
~state™.? ' - -
~From these two quotations one sees that the purs .
pose of Legislation in granting *license has two inain
objects : first, to restrict practice to those who have
: Jthe knowledge required. for practice, and second, to
" assure jthe
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- “they are licensed.
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n that-arises is: ;
Do we in Nursing Legislation in India meet
these purposes-? :
Do we ensure to the
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" vary from simple guidance to the com
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cil is to lay dowi the minimunm -
-Education. The syllabi Jare;
paring different categories of nuising
B.Sc: Nursing, General.. Nursing and.

Midwifery, Auxiliary Nurse ‘Midwives - and Health

Visitors.  The Council -assures - these 'minimum_ stan-:. .-
dards through inspection of the institutes, and directly "~
and - indirectly  through Questionnaires etc. RS
These standards are foll
- Couuneils by.. conducting ex
minimum’ standards and re
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It is left. to the institutions or service agencies to
fill the gap. The institutions and agencies give the
list of functions which it would want the nurse to
perform according to the availability . of manpower -
and mneeds of the institufjons without caring whether | .
she is qualified for.thé job or not. ‘Would we like
to list down the area or’ nurses’ functions strictiy 1o,
ensure legal protection for them ? Should we have - .:
a'separate. “Nurse Practice Act” as developed in the
various developed countries. What will be the advan-"- | -
tages and disadvantages if we are o develop this Act. -
‘and who. should develop. this Act ? These are some’’ |
of the - questions which we, have {0 answer with the -

expanding role of “the nurse.
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nurse after - being prepared. for
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prepared to function as.a first. level
“hospital or ‘i the community,

~g

‘maintainjng stores, clerical records,
a variety of non-nursing activities.
areas which demand éxacting and ltigh
care, e.g., in renal dialysis,
surgery, ete. With this wide 1
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‘of health serviges:
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nurses in the community..

" Jiagnosis and " treatment . of

surgery, €tc., can well be
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- Preparation for the Role .
we-have to take steps
purses for their roles.
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' areas, These nursing personnel have been in the.
_ community field since the inception of the devélopment
but their. acceptance and recognition:

~‘is .evident from the scheme for training of support
" manpower. The functions listed in this report are some-
‘have been performed by

syllabus, of public health. nurses. ' ‘This arca of functions
needs the support of legislation. S

 The codes of Nursing ethics mostly guide and control -
the practice of nursing. This may need revision in
terms. of helping  or teaching nurses'to

Once the expanded role is established and accepta ble,
to devefop curricuta for preparing
: " The legislation for the education
“and preparation of such nurses can then be developed
Council by way ot laying down

the standards for the educational programme and steps
‘can be taken to enforce these standards through State
( Nursing Couneils. ~ - : : :
debatable till today, which ' : : . ‘ .
At this stage, it is worthwhile studying. the possi-
‘bilities. of developing a separate ‘Nurse’ Practice Act’
as is prevalent in many -developed countries. . This Act

‘The. additional .inputs of may list ‘down the detailed functions which nurses of

_COmmon diseases;, minor different categories in different practice areas need to
covered within the existing perform. This will provide legal protection to nurses
and safe nursing practices - for the community.

However, advantages and disadvantages of establishing |
this Act will need further study. R ;

Jam delighted to teport that the Trained Murses.
Association of India . hasset up a Law Committec to
study the pros and cons of ‘Nurse Practice: Act’.: This
Commitiee is in the process of - collecting -information
on functions/job description  of murses of . different -
categories; The Commiittee has also - to -study the:
“Nurse Practice Act’ in certain other countries. The
formulation of this Act will have to be studied in a very
wide range, i.c., in the sphere of health legislation of
our country. ' N
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