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Tesis arc perceived by many students

" as athreat and not as a tool for self-evalu-
ation and seif-improvement. There may
be different reasons for such an appraisat
from the students. Oue of them is the fear
of unknown. A question paper or a book-
let represents unknown. Another impor-
1ant reason is the test itself. Seme frame
guestions to make stadents confused or to
teach them 4 lessomn; a dangerous form of
taking revenge.

I, as teachers, we observe ocrtaii guide-
tines in framing questions, many of oug
tests would serve their wltimate purpose

- of evaluation and improvement of both
students and teachers.

T f mes
Psychologists have identified two typ
;

of remembering: one is ‘recall” and the
other is “recognition’, Various iests, both
subjective and objeciive, can be catego-
rized as either one or the other type. In
completing questions and essay questions,
‘recall’ is tested, but in muitiple choice
questions, True-Falseitems and matching
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questions, ‘recognition’ is tested. One of -

the common types of examination is the
essay type questions. If the aim of exami-
nation is to find oui whether students can

write, organize and express well, this type

is recommended. But we should have a,
- clear idea as to the points that should be

. covered in an essay. So, clarity of the -

- _question should be ensured. It is a good
" ideatoreadfirst the answer of questions in
all the answer books. This will enable us

todetermine the relative level of difficulty -
and performance among ali students, The -

advantage here is that students can refate,
compare, conlrast, draw conclusions, and
‘make interpretations. They can also evalu-
ate the relative importance of facts and
sdeas The subjecuvny of scormg can be

asked not to wnte thcir names, but nwm-

# # At the lime of writing this article, the author
was Lecturer in Cotlege of Nursmg. C.M.C, Hos-
pital, Vellore.
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- bers. They can also be toid to undertine

points and to be precise with regard to
facts and ideas.

As mentioned above, there are differ-
ent iypes of objective tests. The most

_popular is the multiple cheice type, which

can be used 1o test discriminative deci-
51005 AMOENgE ANSWeErs or distractors. These
distractors must be attractive. All ol them
must be of equal length. It is very imipor-
tant to note that no pattern should be
formed here, The author has heard of a
teacher who has designed the answers in
such a way, that when all the correct al-

phabets (answers) are put in its order, it

would read GOOD LUCK'. Eact of these-

nuesﬁ(ms and distractors should have
precise meaning. One advantage in ob-
jectivetests is that a student’s answers are
specific and there is 1o room for ‘fitling
the space’. - Also teachers can cover a
large area of subject. There is no subjec-
tivity in scoring. Butthe greatest probiem

‘is about guessing. A comparatively long

1est wonld compensaie for guess work.
But intelligent guess work is in a way
good, compared to blind guessing, which
must be discouraged.: ~Also, objective
tests do not encourage a student in inde-

pendent and creative thinking in contro-
- versial Lopics. Only facts can be tested in

this type. Blair and Simpson warn us
against some common mistakes in fram-
ing objective tests. According to them,
the following should be avoided: trivial
details, textbook phrases, phrases which
unintentionally give answers, trick ques-
tions, questions which give answers 10
other questions, and items having no cog-
Tect answers.

True-False items are also pcrpul.;}r This
is good to test whether they remember
facts. They must be clear statements com-
plete in themselves without any need for
qualifications or context. As mentioned,
gl statements must be of equal length and
no pattern should be formed, It 13 impor-
tant to avoid double negatives and double

barrelled items in which one part is true
and the other false. This will be bétter to
iest the depth of knowledge in thal topic.

Yei another type of questions are match-
ing lype, which are suitable when we want
10 know whether students recognize cer-
tain relationships between bits of infor-

mation. This, according to Frandsen, can

be between facts like, cvenis and dates,
events and persons, evenis and places,
terms and definitions, principles and ap-
plications, tools and uses, causes and ef-
fects, and conditions and resulis. There
can be a few extra unmatchable items
also. Completion questions are alse widely
used, Bul these can be used only when
there-is a unique word, phrase or number
as the answer.

There are some general points 1o be
borne in mind during framing questions,
Avoid complex words and sentences as
they will onty serve to create corfusion in
studenis’ minds. The directions shouldbe

-very clear. For example, a direction ke

“answer any four questions, and Q.No.7”
is confusing for a student who is anxious
in an exarmination hall, This direction
should be something like, “Answer any
five questions including Q.No.7”. The
questions should notbe either oo easy nor
too difficult, So aller a test, itis goodio
calculate the discriminative index of each
itern by item anatysis. Thus, we cancon-
stanily improve the items. Such a good
test would differentiate good and poor .
students, identify their strengths and weak-
nesses, provide self-understanding for
teachers and improve both studenis and
teachers.

In conclusion, we can say that a com-
binaiion of essay and objective type ques-
tions would be ideal in the present educa-
tional ammosphere and conditions in our
COURITY. ' : "
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