'Cocaineisastimulantand a very
efficient surface analgesic as
mentioned in the article by Dr.
M.S. Bhatia (Oct, 1994). It is ob-
tained from coca plant namely
Erythroxyllum cocaine and E
truxillense from Bolivia, Peru
and Java.Cocaine hydrochloride
is commonly used in the salt
form. Since itis very expensive,
most doses are heavily adulter-

- ated by chalk or stalk and may

contain no cocaine at all but. .

cheaper amphetamine.
Some Street Names

Some popular names of Cocaine
are : Coke, snow, lady snow, C,
big c; princess, sniff crack, flake,
gold dust, green gold, blow and
toot. Individual doses are re-
ferred to as ‘snorts’.

Roufes and Effects

The effect is termed as high
which is related to the blockage
of dopamine reputake. The in-
tensity of reaction is related to
the marked lipid solubility of
the free base form and produces
the mostsevere medical and psy-~
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counters drowsiness and pre-
vents sleep. The person feels
more energetic but depressed
reaction sets in as the effects of
thedrug wear off. A further dose
relieves this and thus becomes
habit forming.

Buccal absorption is en-
hanced by chewing the toasted
leaves with alkaline material.
Combined use of cocaine and
ethanol results in metabolic pro-

which produces more intense
high and long 1asting cocaine
effects. Large doses glve rise to
hallucinations.

Alternatively, it may be dis-
solved in water and injected into
the vein, a process known as
main lining. This may also be
mixed with tobaccoand smoked,
a practice known as free basing.

Cocaine and Crack

What is cocaine has been ex-
plained earlier. Crack is an im-
pure form of free base, that is
dried and broken intotiny smok-
able pellets. It produces a much
faster and more intense high,

duction of cacaethylene by liver. ...

than does powdered cocaine.
Crack and powdered cocaine are
highly addictive.

Related Words

Cocainidine : Methyl cocaine.
Cocainism : Habitual use of
cocaine or the disordered condi-
tion of the body and mind which
results from addiction of cocaine.
Cocainist : A cocaine addict.

or bringing of the system or an
organ under the analgesic influ-
ence of cocaine.

Cocainomania : Cocaine ad-
diction. Mental derangement
resulting from cocaine addiction.

Nursing Diagnoses Related
to 'Cocaine Poisoning

1. Altered thought process
related to pharmacologic stimu-
lation of nervous system possi-
bly evidenced by an altered at-
tention span, disorientation, hal-
lucinations.

2. Ineffective breathing pat-
tern, pharmacologic effects on
respiratory centre of brain pos-
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sibly evidenced by techypnoea,
altered depth of respiration,
shortness of breath, abnormal
arieriai blood gases.

3. Ineffactive individual cop-
ing, unwillingness to safely deal
with actual or perceived stress
possibly evidenced by use of
potentally harmful substances.

4. Disturbance in self-esteem
may be persenal vulnerability
evidenced by denial of problems
which is obviously to others’ pro-
jections of blame, rationalizing

personatl fatlure and grandiosity.
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