OCCUPATIONAL RlSKS

HARASSMENT & CHILD LABOUR

| As we celebrate the Children’s Day on 14th Nov., our heart goes

out to the children who have lost their childhood in the search of"

a livelihood ! As they make both their ends meet, we need to
ponder over the pangs of Chl[d Labour e

1. INTRODUCTION

Children grow .up in environments.

where the distinction between help in
their parents’ preparation for adult life
and child labour are blurred. Those are
working children who are prematurely
leading adult lives and working long
hours for low wages conditions that are
damaging to their health and to their
physical and mental development.
Their life is always at risk. UNICEF

estimates that in Africa a child in three.

works and in Latin Amer1ca the figure
is one in five.

In India the Labour Mrmstry

officials. estimate that around 20

.million (1994) chrldren work How-» :

- ever, these. estlmates dlffer between*‘

__ agencies, infact, an Operatnon Research»_ 5
. Grow- -up (ORG) survey:put the ﬁgure_:{,
oat 74 mllllon (1983) Most of these. .
. working chlldren come. from extremelyj;_'

poor families;

P.M. Shah of WHO observed m,v

- 1985 that the: workmg children come
into close contact with mfectrous cases
_of tuberculosis, Severe malnutrmon

anemia, hard labour fatlgue and inad-~
equate sleep makes them more suscep-

: tib’l,e: to infectious diseases. - Ma_lnutri-
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: safe and wnthout much problems

tion is the most common enemy of
children of the poorest people which
holds back mental and emotional
development of one child in three from
developing countries.

2. HAZARDOUS OCCUPATIONS
It is useful here to distinguish between
types of dangers which work can cre-
ate for children.\.ln the first category,

fall the intrinsically hazardous occupa- |

tions, (i.e.) those occupat1ons which

_ allow the workers to come. into contact

with harmful substances like’ chemicals,
as in the. balloon lock, match and fire

‘works. industries or fire, as in.the glass

industry or cotton dust that damage the

“lungs as in the poWerlop'rnfindustry..
- These occupations would bé hazardous
for.all workers but especrally for chil-

dren,, who are still in the process of
growmg and attammg their full physr-
cal potentral _ \

“The symptoms of poverty unem-.

_ ployment’ under employment ‘low
paid.wages .illiteracy are some of the.
strong reasons. for the existence of

_ child-labour. . :

‘The tendency, among\the employ-

ers is to have qulcker and greater prof-- .
. dtsat low costs In every developing

country there is enrolment of children

o '-.a,large number of factories who are . ]
paid very | low wages and subJect to ex- '_ 3

nly ue to the fact that 1t is cheap.
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/whrch lowers therr g
-makes them all the more

-countrles : L
" .Labour Orgamzat1on (ILO) i @?‘

, In developmg countries and chil-

[

dren from west who have: always . =

worked, do not understand -the: tradr— :
tional cultural aspect of their econom-ﬁ

ics. Indeed children were partly the
labour force in the agrarian society. It
was within their families and the
workload allowed time to play _anc_l to

interact freely with other children. In

contrast to this at present,children are.
moving from families to tactors of ex-
ploitation®. - | ,

The practice of child labour is eco-
nomically unsound, physmloglcally, di-
sastrous and phys1cally as well as mor-

comparlson wrth oth ey
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Conference convention on minimum
wages in 1973, India was the earliest
signatories to the resolution on the abo-
lition of child-labour. India has always
_stood for constitutional, statutory and
development measures that are required

" to eliminate child-labour. Our consti-

tution consciously incorporated rel-
evant provisions to secure compulsory
elementary education as a means. for
protection against labour for children.

3. COMMISSIONS AND
COMMITTEES

Labour commission and several

committees investigated into the

various cases of child-labour and ~ rec-

ommended remedial solutions. The

present Indian Child Labour Laws are

" based on the:recommendations of the

L.L:O. Resolution 1979.
" The Government of India has

- planned, formulated and regulated

certain legislation, established institu-
tions, organized teaching. proorammes

~* for the elimination  of child-labour in
© cooperation with several natronal and ;

“international agencies.

NCLP:- In ‘1987 the- government :

'adopted the National Child Labour
' Policy (NCLP) under which several leg-
~islative’ steps have been taken to’ curb'
* the practice and - several development
o s}chemes initiated to rehabilitate the vic-
* tims of child labour. The projects are

ik t_arg"eted-to ‘provide education for 1.5

* lakh children‘in 2500 schools in these
- academic chlld labour drstrrcts Ad-
'equate non-formal ‘education; voca-
“-tional training, supplementary nutrition

:"-stlpend, and ‘health: are also provided

_to the child-labourers. During the 8th

; plan allocation‘ of a sum of Rs. 50/-
crore was made for such prOJects

s -4 CONSTITUTIONAL i
U MEASURERS Y

e " The ¢hild- labour (Prohrbmon and
¥ "‘R__egulatlon) Act’ 1986 has_ provisions for

/

banning the employment of children
during night and during inappropriate
working hours. Article 24 prohibits
children under 14 for employment in
any form in hazardous or mines estab-
lishments. Article 39 clause (e) is that
health and strength of men, and women,
and the tender age of children are not
abused and that citizens are not forced
by economic necessity to enter a voca-
tion unsuited to their age and strength.
Clause (f) states that children are given
opportunities and facilities to develop
in the health manner and in conditions
of freedom and dignity. Article 45

states that the state shall endeavour to "

provide free and compulsory education

for all children until they complete 14 -

years of age.

5. PUBLIC HEARING .
CONVENTION
On 31st March, 1993 at New-Delhi
the convention on*National Public
Hearing on child-labour with eminent
jurists was organized. In the conven-
tion some historical evidences of child-

labour and importance of compulsory
schooling: for ‘abolishing' the practice

were highlighted. The jurists stated that

45 - free and compulsory education to
all children upto age 14 years, had

“created a huge standmg child-labour

force.

6. LEGISLATIVE MEASURERS
In December 1996 the Supreme Court

of India identified nine -hazardous in-
dustries and directed that the employ-
ment of | children must end there. The
court ruled that the offending employ-

“ees must pay Rs. 20,000 to each child
- .worker under the provisions of 1986

child labour-act and provide an alter-
native employment.to an ‘adult mem-

withdrawn.. The court also suggested

' formatlon of Child Labour Rehablllta-

tion-cum-Welfare Fund, Wthh ‘may
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: ».domestlc help by the govern— :

properly look after the health, educa-
tion, proper growth of withdrawn child
workers and constitution of a separate
cell in the labour department of the
appropriate government for regular
monitoring.

The Union Government with the
help of UNICEF has set up the National

Resource Centre on Child Labour

(NRCCL). involving several hundred

.NGO’s: The centre is intended to acti-
vate and supplement all programmes . -

taken up at ILO under its International
Programme Elimination of Child.
Labour (IPEC) and by other foreign
agencies. Besides, NRCCL has been
entrusted with task of assisting center
land state governments, NGO’s policy
makers and other social groups work-
ing in the field of child labour. '

7. INTERNATIONAL

'~ PROGRAMME ON THE
ELIMINATION OF CHILD
LABOUR (L.P.E.C.)
I India International Programme

on' the Elimination of Child Labour
“(IPEC) was established in 1992 with an

objective to enhance the capability of -

i ‘ “ILO constituents and NGO’s to desrgn '
the failure'of implementationof article

1mplement and évaluate programmes to

‘create awaréness and ‘social mobiliza-
“tion for securing child labour elimina- o

tion, Dunng 1992-96, 118 child labour

: prOJeets were taken up. for implemen-

tation. IPEC and around 82 000 child ¥
labourers benefited under ‘these
prOJects At the national levelanational

',prooramme co-ordmator based in New-
“ Delhi, co—ordmates PEC works with

the Ministry of Labour, NGO’s and ILO
Headquarters.- = . . B
In January, 1997 the Natronal

~ Human’ nghts Commlssron asked the'
v".Umon Government to. amend the_"
ber of the famlly of the child workerv '

central services (conduct) rules 1964 to
prohibit the employment of ehrldren as. .

ment. officers: and that rts
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COVERAGE UNDER NATIONAL CHILD LABOUR PROJECTS W CONCLUSION

' ' The ultimate objective of

State Districts Sanctioned For Actual Covered | the child labour prog-
Covered Schools Children Schools children | ramme isto convert work-

‘ ing children into produc-

l:)ndlcljra h 20 807 43550 - 610 36249 tive and. participativ’e‘

rades ;
Bihar 8 174 12200 173 1009 | i rSdOf e i
Gujarat 2 40 2000 23 1254 g A
Karnataka 3 100 500 2% fog < j BU ARG R
Madhya 5 138 9800 87 §524 -, | Multancous gearingup of
Pradesh A the enforcement reach"mg
Maharastra 2 74 3700 24 1200 to meet the challenges.
Orissa 16 430 33000 239 14972 Introduction -of New
Rajasthan 2 60 3000 - . 54 2700 methods of monitoring
Tamilnadu 8 - 379 19500 307 14684 and evaluation of child
Uttar pradesh 4 150 11500 105 7488 labour programmes and
West Bengal 6 219 12000 164 8250 projects will help to
Total 76 2571 155250 11810 104615 implement a programme
L

breach should be a misconduct attract-
: ing a major penalty. As per the
- Commission’s directive the Tamilnadu

‘ment servants (conduct) Rules 1973 by
inserting.a new Rule 20(2) to prevent

the govemment servants from employ- :
. ing children below the age of 14 years

for any-work. Tamilnadu is the first.
state toaccept the recommendations.of

‘ous state' govemments have also agreed

“to implement. this - dlrectrve when the -
_central government would amend the

.rules.

- Several projects of the central gov-
~ ernment under its National Child
Labour pro_)ect scheme have benefited

‘more than 1 lakh working children, now -

: workmg in2, 528 nion-formal education
"centres in 11 states. Recently, the
govemment released 6.65 cores to 133

dlstrlct (i.e), Rs, 5 lakh per dlstrlct of
113 states for ayareness generatlon,-;

dctivities. :

'« In 1966, the government launched
~ Rs 850 croré programme to eliminate
_completely child labour hazardous

_industries by the turn, of the century.

During 1996 97 an. allocation of

, e e RS 56 crores was: made___vfor child
Government issued notification'on 12th' - '
- ‘May, 1997 and amended state govern-

labour related programmes, and in

1997-98 budget for an amount of Rs.
. 78.63 crore has been asked for the
‘proorammes for welfare of child/ .

women labourers..
“'Factots like child labour in Indra
population growth, illiteracy are

:deeply inter-connected, that the suc-
- the commission .in this regard.  Vari- :

cess of one programme depends upon

“that of the other. If we want family- '1
“planning to. succeed parents .must

send their chlldren to schools. A

* highest standard of education will’
o i . : R :
“bring in a greater acceptance of fam-

ily planning norms. A literate child
after becoming ‘a parent wrll surely

be against the idéa.of a. large family. .-
.The rural - areas and employment ,

schemes like IRDP, TRYSEM, and
Special Employment Programmes
such as JRY, EAS, DAAP will' have

to bé enlisted and the various mea-~ -
sures-initiated with these schemes S
have to be properly lmplemented tq rid

curb child labour.practlce e
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’ in a specific, time bound,

“co-effective and result-_oriented

manner. Jm
It is hoped that the Union. Govern-
ment will soon set up a National. Com-

‘mission for chrldren on the lines of other
“national commrssrons wh1ch look after

the interests of the 3 women minorities,

_ scheduled casts and scheduled tribes and.

soon. It is now. high_ time that the present
government at the Centre thinks

seriously  and acts on the proposal - e

1mmed1ately
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